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The Preface uſed 1n Preaching, Ra” þ 


fore the Text was read. 


aHat great Apoſile Saint Paul, whew he. _ mi. 
had to doe with wiſe men, held it a point geving wi. 
of wiſdome to paſſe by ſome things which reaſon of ti 
he would not have wayved among meaner Fioioees " | 


capacities. Hw prattiſe ſhall be now my. 


) 


preſident. 
| This honourable Aſſembly having des 

ſigned me to beare fo great a ſhare inthis weightie Worke ,'l 
hold it my dutie to conſider, that, how weake and unworthy ſo 
ever 1 my ſelfe be , yet 1 am now to = to Wile Men, 
who need not ſo much tobe Catechiſe ping the Nature, 
4 to beincited and quickned 10 the” principall Ule. of a Re.. 
ligious Faſt, which confiſteth net ſolely in ſuch drawing neere 
to God by extraordinary Prayer and Humiliation: 4s may pro- 
duce a totall divorce from our deereſt Lufts, but alſo ( and that 
more principally) in a particular , formall , ſolemne , entire 
engaging and binding of 'oar ſelves,” by an indifſoluble Cor 
venant , #0 that God whoſe face and favour we ſeeke, anth$ 
#mplore, 4 4 EL 

Andthis 1 apprehend to be a ſubjett more neceſſary; by _ 
6&2 | P Muc 


& 
OE 1 


ns dh ©» The Preface, ; 


ce 


he "a wuch this datic appeares 40 "y- heeded and regarded by 


"the greater number of the choyceſt Chriſtians. 

For, as it too often falls out, even among the beſt, in par- 
ticipating that ſacred end dreadfull Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper, (whereof alſo we are ſhortly ro communicate ) that 
war labour more to difcerne , and feed upon his bleſſed Body 
and Bloud, ſpiritually by faith , to make Chriſt their owne, 
| ray muſt be done too ) than attually, totally , and abſq- 
wiely (then) to devote, reſigne , andyeeld up themſelves 
unto him, in the att of receiving, tobe his ſervants: $9t 
doth not ſeldome happewin the exerciſe of holy Faſting, that 
wot 4 few of that ſmall handfull which deſire to approach the 
preſenceof God in trueth, are more conver ſant in ſearching, 
confeſsing, bewailing of ſinne, and in craving of mercy, ( all 
of which are neceſſary duties) than in working up their hearts 
fo that —_— ble pitch of heavenly reſolution, ſincerely 
to ſtrike through 4 religious and imvielable Covenant with 
their God. Whereas, without this, all their labour will be #t- 
zerly loft, their expettations fruſtrate , they take the glorious 
Name of God in vaine, provoke the eyes of his Glory move 


- againſt them , cauſing him infinitely to loath and gbominate 


both their per (ons ,and ſervice, nor ſhall they ever by all their 
erging ,and fighing ,no not by whole rivers of teares,be able to 
_ down an arme of Mercy from Heaven to come and ſave 
Fes. 
- . The more effettually therefore to provoke both my ſelfe and 
you 48 thu time, tothe due performance of this moſt neglet#ed 
(but moſt neceſſary) autie, 1 have thought fit, in a very plaine 
wad familiar way ſurebleto the nature of tha exerciſe (which 
Vught to be as [eriows, as ſolemne to worke and chafe into al 
awr hearts the ſtrength and ſpirit of that good Wordof God, 
which yu Jhal forte writs for or intraction in 4 
| 1s je el, 
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| Jer. 50. F. - 
They ſhall aske the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, 
ſaying, Come, and let ws joyne our ſelves untothe Lord in 
an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not be forgottes, 


Hich words are part of a Prophecie The mr 

terrible to Baby/on, but comfortable a to 

to the Church ) uttered, and penned a wigs | 
by the Prophet Teremmy , about the 
wk 4 fourth yeere both of the Babyloniſh 
Tal captivitie , andof the tributary reigne 

of Zedekiah. The occaſion, this. 

The Prophet having laboured about thirtie yeers, tg 
bumble Judah by continually ringing in her eares the 
dolefullrydings of a fore captivitie approaching, could 
rot be beleeved. But, when once the quick and ſad 
ſenſe of their bondage under the Chaldean yoke had 
forced from them an acknowledgement of the truth of 
his prophecies, he found it as hard a taske to worke 
their hearts to any hope of deliverance. For, as itisa 
worke even infuperable, to poſſeſſe a mags ripe for, 
deftruction, that any evillisneere them, till the wrath 
of God breake in upon themand overwhelme them; ſo 


isit a buſinefle of littlelefle difficultie to hold-up the 
B 2 ſpirits 


FIZ, 


; N The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 


iredu- 
500. 


May 49.24, 


ſpirits even of Gods owne people , once caſt underany 
greatextreamitie, with any hope of reſcue. 

This was Iuda/'s caſe. Before the Babylonian had laid 
this yoke on their necks, God had plainly revealed, and 
often inculcatcd that it ſhould lye upon them juſt 70. 

ceres and no logger, after which they ſhould have li- 
Poctic of returneto their owne Land againe. Howbeir, 
the weight of their miſery , theabſence of God, ( who 
had caſt them ont of his ſight) together with the inſolence 
and crueltie of their proud oppreſiors, had throwne 
them downe ſolow in adiſconſolate condition; thatno- 
thing which God could either now ſay or doe, was fuffi- 
cientto raiſe up their hearts toany aflurance of returne. 
The ſame ftrength which Luſt hath todraw men from 
obedience , it will ſurely have afterwards to drive men 
from belceving , intheir greateſt neceſlitics of living 
by faith. 

The maine beame which ſtuckein their eyesto hin- 
der ther fight of deliverance promiſed, was, the great- 
neſfſe and invincible potency of the Chaldean Monar- 
chy(then in her pride)and more eſpecially the ſtrength 
of Babylon the Queene and Miſtrefſe of that puiflant 
Empire. How could they hope to be delivered, when 
ſhe that commanded the world detained them > Shal 
the prey be taken fromthe Mightie, ar the lawful captive de- 
livered ? 

To curethem therefore of this deſperate deſponſion 
of minde, the Lord ftirred up this Prophet to foretell 
the totall and finall ſubverfion and ruine of Babylon and 
of that whole Monarchy ; and further, todeclare from 
God that thedeſolation thereof, ſhould be the diffolu- 
tionof the captivitie of 1uda/ in it. The better to al- 
ture them of allthis, leremiahwrotethe whole Poophocy 

w Cw | agai 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. ' 5 

spainſt Babylox ( contained in this Chapter andthe next jyrrody: © 
Cilowing ) ina Book by itſelf, which be ſent to Babylon yer = 
by the hand of Sera/aþ( Lord Chamberlaine to Zedekiah, Jer.gi.5g. | 
and now going inan Embaſhe from his Mafter to Great ; 
NeouchadaneZZar ) with Command from the Prophet 
that,afterthe reading thereofto the captives, he ſhould 
binde a ſtoxe unts it, and caſt it into the midſt of Euphrates, 
with this ſaying pronounced over it , Thus ſball Babylon 
ſinke, and ſhall not riſe, &c. 

But, to haften to my Text , In the five firſt verſes of 
this Chapter , the Prophet ſummarily compriſeth the 
fubſtance of his whole Prophecy againft' Babylon , de- 
claring, 1. her deſtruction, 2. the Means, 3, the conſe- 
quent thereof to the people of God. 

And firſt, he makes Proclamation , and an 0yes! as 
itwere, toall the world, tocome and behold the Great 
Worke he was to doe againft Baby/on the chiefe Citie of 
theEmpire, againſt Be/the chiefe Idol of that Citie, 
and againſt Merodach the glory both of that Citie and 
Empire ; yea,thoughthe King then reigning when God 
meant to deftroy it, ſhould prove as potent as that great 
King, the firſt of that name, whotfor reſtoring the de- 
clining Empire to her ancient Splendor, and for tranſla- 
ting the Imperial! Seat trom: Nineve to Babylon , was by 
caberitis iverthipped as a God , and transferred hi: 
name toall his ſucceſſors, as the name of Pharaoh to the 
Egyptian Kings, of Benhadad to the Syrian Monarchs, 
and of Auguſtus tothe Romane Emperours, Although 
all theſe ſhould be. joyned together: to withſtand the 
downfall of that Monarchy , yet defolation ſhould be 
brought over them all, = ſhould all be confounded 


and removed forever, /Yey/. 1, 2. and all tomake way 


forthe deliverance of the Church. 
Or TNE CEMV B 3 ID 
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But what ſhould be the waxes of ſuch an unexpected 


. deſtruction? This wasto be done by an Army from the 
. North, thatis, by the Medes and Perſtans, both of which, 


but more eſpecially the Mcdes, were fituated towards 


Onmne malun the North from Babylon , and therefore ominous. Thar 
* 416%. theſe were the men , appeares more fully by their de- 


| Chron, 36. 
2, 


{ 


{cription in the refidue of this, and of the gx. Chapter, 
This Northern Army ſhould bethe confufion of 344y. 
lon, the confuſion of Babylon ſhould prove the reſtoring 
of the Church ( ver/.-3.) And the reſtoring of the 
Church ſhould produce a Covenart with God. 

For, behold, the iflue and conſequent of the ruine of 
Babylon was, the return of the captive Jews,from thence 
to Jeruſalem, and a renewing Covenant with him that 
had ſhewed ſuch mercy on them, weyſ. 4, 5. 

For, in thoſe dayes, and in that time, ſaith the Lord, the 
children of 1ſracl ſhall come , they and the childrenof Tudzh 
rogether, going and weeping, they ſhall goe and ſcek the Lord 
their God, They ſhall acke the way te Zion with their faces 
thitherward, ſaying., Come and let us joyne our ſelves tothe 
Lord in an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 
This beganto be fulfilled at the end of 70. yeeres deter- 
mined, when the Empire was firſt over-run and ſubdued 
by Cyrus the Perſian, For he made Proclamation of li- 
bertieto returne, inthe firſt yeere of his reigne, And 
when they returned, this was their deportment ; they 
went weeping ; and , to ſeeke the Lord their God. They 
goe, not ſo muchto repoſlefle their ancient patrimony 
and inheritance, and to grow rich in the world , as to 
ſeeke aud finde the Lord their God, and that with arc- 
ſolution to enter into Covenayxt with Him , andiuch a 
Covenant as ſhould neyer be forgotten, but daily remem- 
bred and carefully performed. Y 

ou 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, - > 
You now ſee the Context. Should I now divide the 
Text, I might ſhewyou here 
* Firſt, an A##, exprefled by their induftry, in ſetting 
| vpon a long and tedious Journey to Zion. They ſhall 
| whe the way to Z10N. 
Secondly, the manner how they manage this jour. 
\ney,1015 
f "r. With all 7#tention of ſpirit , they aske the 
way to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 
2, *'With fervent charitie towards, and mutuall 
- Seale for. each other, to quicken and in- 
| flame one another to the ſame work, ſaying, 
L_ Come. 


— ——— 


much intention of fpiritandinflamed charitie, calling 
and cryivg to one another in ſuch amanner;, ) they ſer 
upon ; all wasfor this : Let #s joyne our fps to the Lord 
un an everlaſting Covenant that ſhalt not be forgotten. 


Imight eafilyalſo caft out theſe generals of the Text 
to mariy lefler branches: but ir is not nowa time to 
rifle, or to-play with a Text. - Yea, 1 ſhall not diftinly 
proſecute al ihe parts already laid out, but (as the dutie 
#this day requireth ) infift rather upon that which is 
temaine, and bring in the other as-ſubordinate there- 
into, by occaſion afterwards, in explication of the prin- 
dpall point, For we ſee troopes in the Text bound for 
Zion ; and, ſohaſty chitherward , that they ſalute not any 
na by the way,nor fomuchas looke afide any way: they 
poe with their faces thitherward : all the ftay they make, 
sbuttocall others along with them, and amongſt theſe, 
t, faying, Come. And, what is the bufinefſe; the end 
 allthishaſt > Nothing but this, Les w joyncovr ſelves 


unio 


Intradu- 


10). 
AT. 


Aadns. 


Thirdly , the end of their journey which, ( with ſo F;zs. 


8 The firft Sermon, at the late Faſf 

runto the Lordin an everlaſting Covenant, &c. This, how- 
everit werelaſt inexecution, yet was it firſt in their in. 
tention, in the undertaking of this journey, and there- 
fore now mult be principally inſiſted upon. 

You ſee here a people looſed from the Babyloniſh 
captivitie, and returning to Zo + and, intheirreturne 
to have this in their hearts, in their mouthes,and in their 
endeavours, namely, upon the receipt of this mercy, to 
make ſpecd totheir God, toenterinto a new Contract 
and ſolemne .Covenant with him, So that now che 
chiefe , and only point of inftruction which I ſhall re- 
commend to, and prefle upon you, and mine own heart 

| with you, is plainly this, that 

{The mane When God wvouchſafes any deliverance to his Church, e- 

—_— " ſpecially from Babylon, then is it moſt ſeaſonable and moſt ne. 

| ' 'ceſſary tocloſe with God by amore ſolemne, ſtrict, and invig- 
lable Covenant to be his, and only hu for ever. 

In proſecuting this point ( wherein I reſolve to be 

 plaine, and inearneſt ) I ſhall firſt ſhew you the is of it 
that it © ſo. Next, the'nevr, if 'you will, bow and in wha 
manxer this muſt be done. Thirdly , the-571, the 
grounds and reaſons of it : and ſo proceed tothe Appl: 
cation. 
.*on. 4d For the firſt, the in, that it is ſo, this will appeare 
+  ._. I. More generally , upon receipt of any deliverance. 
hatitis 0. .. More ſpecially, upon anydcliverance from Babylos 
above all other. 

Laevcd. 1, In generall, that thisuſe muſt be made of any de- 
x. More gc- liverance, appeares both by-precept,and examplein ho 
acral. ly Scripture. We ſhall carry them along together. 

| In Deut. 29. you ſhall finde Moſes _———_— 

Ezed.19.5. PIEtocnterinto a ſpeciall Covenant with God, *' e the 


Kc, ſolemne Covenant which he made with them ( and they = 
ins 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, © WF 
lim) iu Horeb, To induce them thereunto , Moſes re. x: That ut 34, M4 
ſreſheth- their memory with the repetition or repreſco. # ſs, it | " 19 
ation of the many deliverances God had given unto the genes "'F 
them, out of Zgypr, and in the wildernefle by the ſpace rall. - #3 
of fortie yeeres, together with the wonders and mira. The firſt fo- 3 1H 
ces which he daily wrought for them. And in the = Core 1p 17 
ſeventh ver. he tels them, that whey ye care into this place they pailed 71 
{ that is, into rhe Land of Moab) Sihonthe King of Heſhbon, \**9 I af WOK 
und Og the King of Baſhan, came out againſt us unto battell, ln ance out WATT 
and we [mote them, &c. What then > Here is deliverance of Egypt. i; 
upon deliverance,and the inference is, Keep therefore the var, t. 
words of this Cavenant and dee them,verſ.9. But,that isthe 
Covenant on Gods part, youwillſay 2 True, bat thatis 
not all. He therefore prefſeth them to an actuall perfo- 
rall Covenant on their parts, and that upon confidera- 
tion of ſo many deliverances. This was bis maine buſi- 
refſe with them at the Lords own command. There- - 
tore in verſ, 10. he thus beſpeaks them , Teftendthis day A fecond Va... i); 
al of you before tht Lord your God, your Captaines of your Covenantgt- "ij | 
tribes, your Elders, and your Officers, with all the men of Iſ- _— Wo 3 
rel, your little ones , your wives , and thy fron that 65 is che ficlt,whett tk 1}; 
thy Campe, from the hewer of thy wood to the drawer of thy my Crag - in 
rater, That thou ſhouldſt enter into Covenant with the Lord NG ak. 5. 
thy God, and into bis Oath which the Lord thy God miaketh ſhonly after |! þ 
wth thee this day, Andin verſ. 14. he addeth. Neither Nereew OO Op 
with you only doe 1 make this Covenant , and this oath , bnt | 
nith him that ſtandeth here with us this day before the Lord 
our God, and alſo with him that is not here with us this aay. 

Thus youſee a Covenant required, ftrick-n, and ratift- 
ed by ſolemne Oath of Godand his people mutually to . 
one another: they binde themſclves by ſolemne Oath 
to him, as he by Oath had bound himſelfe to them. 
Thus.then it wasinthe time of Moſes; No eminent 

| Co | C deliverance 


oro Thefirſt Sermon, atthe late Faſt 

| [hart deliverance went before , but a ſolemne Covenant fol- 
ſo, in+ lowedafter*. And, To fweare a Covenant,isno newde. 
ie. gene- vice, no humane invention, norarbitrary Action. 

T's I will give you but one inſtance more (among many) 


As.Meſs. of this kinde, anditisthatof Aſz#, that good and reli- 


eres gious King of 1#d4h. When Zerah the Erhiopianinfe. 

ar before fted his kingdome with an huge army , even 1000000, 

&ir entranceangd 300 Chariots, 2 Chron.14. Aſatalls to praying, God 

ny oe heard him ; they joyned battell, Aſa obtained the yi. 

luz allo,a tory, and carryed away wery much ſpoile, What was the 
= iflue? Another Covenant. 

toſh.24, For, in Chap. 15. youſhall finde that, preſently upon 

5,25. So this, Godaddrefletha Prophet to 4ſa, ( Azariah the 

ro qzapA ſonne of 0ded ) to tell him and the people, The Lord 5 

yerance of 13th you while ye bewith him. And, toencourage them 

dah from” to cloſe with God, he addes, in wverſ. 7. Be ye ftrong there- 

© ar bln /OY6, 4nd Let not your hands be weake « for your worke ſhall be 

y monſter rewerded. They muſt not only worke for God, but be 

gs 3's ſtrong tohisworke ; and that they might beſo, there 

+.  waSNo way like torthat of entringintoa Covenant with 

' him. For, ſo 4ſaunderſtood it, as appeares by the next 

words, where it is ſaid , Aſs, when he heard theſe words, 

 tvoke courage; and, although he had before done much 

i inpurging the Citics of Judah of Idolatry, and Idols,of 

high places, Images, and groves, yetnow he goes onto 

amore thorough reformation, and pur away the remain. 

der of abominable Idols out of all the Laxd of Indah and Beu- 

jamin and out of the Cities which he had taken from Mount 

Ephraim , and renewed the Altar of the Lord; for ever 

where Idols goc up, Gods Altars goe downe, therefore 

| hepullethdownethe one, and ſetteth upthe other. 

Ind not this alone, buc he offered unto the Lorda 

great ſ<crificr; and both himaſelfe and his people exrres 

| Go | into 
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Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 11 {F44M 
into 4 Covenant to ſeeke the Lord God of their fathers, with x, That 
alltheir heart, ana with all their ſoule, A —_ ” p —_ "9h yp; 
net ſeeke the Lord God of 1ſrael, ſhould be put to deat h, whe-the gen Ms / 
ther ſmall or great, whether man or woman ; and they ſware rall Wet 
untorhe Lord with a loud woyce, andwith ſhowting, andwith | 
irumpets , andwith Cornets. And allthis, immediately 
upon the deliverance and victory which he had obtain- 
ed; for, inwerſ. 11, itis ſaidexpreſlely, that they offered 
w#/0 the Lord, the ſame time (or, in that very day) of the 
ſoile which they had brought, 700. Oxen, and 7000. Sheepe, 
meaning of thoſe , which they h:d carryed away from *7® 3- tx. © 


SE 541 
: o . . 1. SP" | 
the Ethiopians that came out to battaile againftthem. Thain, 2 


* 
> 


So that now you ſee another folemne Covenant emtred bath ic in the Þ 4; 1 a 


into, not by Aſaalone, but by all the people of God ; a J***- * fee? 


th S 

Princeps 5 RAY 
PS M8 Sa it 1 

” «b*, ” on 


Covenant ſolemanized in publique by Sacrifice, by Oath, wi Þrijapi, 


and under the higheſt penaltie of death it ſelfe roall *ire per Fm = 


thatſhanld not obſerve it, this, 6 


1 pucfuitof which Covenant, ſeewhathe preſently « yan.againg Brg.T | 
Gd. He ſpared pot his owne Mother that regarded itP*ril « 1dol. } 1, © 
zot, For,when be perceived that, notwithſtanding this kay.2. 4,14. 


Covenant, the. Queene bis Mother , Maccha, would 23,24, &, WW; (| 
aeeds retaive berpuppetGods ſtill, and ( amongft the #4%4-23, 7, 


reſt ) one abominable Idol, in a grove , ſoobſceneasit 18 


isnot fittobe named: :( 4lwlenſis *obſerverh that itwas An. Folix yh 


in ocavis A. 


Priapess, and copjeftureththence, that ſhe was not only ,,,"- 


agrafſe Idolatreſſe, butan abominable trumpet : Þ for, conr.raw. 7e4.. HF 


: j f . log.cap. 
fornication goe togetber* ) It 15:ſaid, that heramovedy ny ol, 


ter ſnom being ucene , becauſe (hehad made an 1dol in a *mpl.in 4a, 


ordiparily, Idolatry and adultery, ſpirituall and bodily '* in 4po- 4 ; i 


{E-.3.. ET H 
| _ 
£011 in Le. WR 


grove, nnd Aſucut down her 1dol, aud ſtampt 4t,andl burnt it ,,;, "1 —_ 

« thebreoke Kidrou , verſe 16. Whichpaſſage is expveſt 1m in van. 4s FW 

vichanemphaſis, ins King. 15. 11, Alſo Madcha His Mfg-""*:P3S 573. 5 n'y 

ther even Her hewvemoved frombeing Queene, Although en ns 
—" Dacene, 


<. 4.42 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſ} 

14\Thet ij 2ueene, althougha Mother * , yet even her he depoſed 
s/o," . © fromher dignitie. | 
** ome ſup- This he did, and this he muft doe, not only by r:afon 
Sms ©. of that voluntary Coycnant into which he had entred, 
Granc-ms. i, but by vertue of the ſpeciall Command of God him. 
ther, others. ſelfe,in whateverrelation ſhe had ſtood unto him, Yez, 
4 xp in Deat. 13. 6, the Law was more ftrict, for though ſhe 
ther, of the had been neerer than a Mother, even the wife of his by. 
fame name  (7ye yer it ſheweiean Idolater, and ſhould extiſe hin; 
with his . 

Grandme.. ſecretly , ſaying, Let us goe and ſerve other Gods, ſhe muſt 
therwhich is haye been put to death, and his own hand muſt have been firſt 
7974 dart #pon her, verl. g. 

s becauſe ; , 

Scripture _ Younow ſee the point proved in the generall, that 
Atales kerfo, -thus it is with Gods people ; upon any notable deliver- 
® Yes, ſome. aDCE *, they enter anew into ſolermne and ſtrict Covenant 
times upon with God. 

> 5" viu_ajy 2. But more eſpecially ought this to be the careo 
Judgements the Church , when God gives her deliverance out of 
 Ir,orfeared. Babylon, out of that ſervitude and _— which of all 

= —_ other was moſt heavy, and lay longeſt on her, See this 
31,32. in ſome inſtances, both on Gods part aymingatthisin 
2. Infpe- giving deliverance, and on his peoples part performing 

all. thisatcer deliverancefrom Babylon. 

On Gods part, firſt, This was foreſhewed under the 
ſimilitude of the basket of good figs, Jer. 24. 5, There it 
is ſaid by the Lord, the God of Iſrael, Like theſe gudfigs,(0 
will I acknowledge them that are carryed away Captive of 1u- 
dah, whom I have ſent out of this place into the Land of the 
Chaldeans for their good : for 1 will ſet mine eyes npon them 

for good,and I will bring them againe to this Land, &c. And, 
in the ſeycnthverſe itfolloweth, 1 will give them an heart 
t0 know me that I am the Lord, and 1 will be their God: for 


they ſhall retnrne anto me with their whole heart. He will 
| 3 on. | give 
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ive them an heart to kyow him, to ret@rne, and become: | That E: bl 
his people, which cannot be without a Covenant. Againe jg fo, in 9498. 


44 
\ 


That this is that which Gods heart is exceedingly ſet ſpeciall | qt 
upon, and full of, namely, that he never meanttobring $04 
his people backe from Babylon, but upoyg this very con. NV! 
dition ( albeit it was a great whilecreit was done, afd 
therefore they thrived accordingly , as we ſhall ſhew a- 
non) will yet further appeare by many other paſſages 
of the Prophecy of 1eremy , to paſſe by ſundry other 
Prophecies uttered by 1ſaz4h, Micah, and others, 

In Jer. 30. 18. we ſhall finde a Prophecy, that this 
ſhould be done, ( and I ſhallſhew; by and by, that it was 
afterwards performed) Behold, faiththe Lord, [will bring 
againe the captivitie of Tacobs tents , and have mercy on his 
dwelling places, &c. andy in verl. 21. 1 will cauſe himto 
draw neere, and he ſhall approach unto me ; and then, as one 


aſſured of it, and admirin g at it, hepreſently adds ; for 


who us this that engaged his heart to approach unts me , ſaith 
the Lord? That is, both Governourand people , all of 
them ſhould binde and engage themſelves, f not their 
outward man alone, but even their very heart and ſou 
alſo) by ſolemne Covenant to be the Lords. That this 
wasthe meaning, iscleare by the next verſe. Ye ſhafbe 
my people, and 1 will beyour God. For. it was ſuch an ent 
ging of their hearts, as that one ſhould ſay, 1am the Lords; 
and another ſhall call himſelfe by the name of Iacob : and an- WM & 
other ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand untsthe Lord, and ſirname tr RY 
himſelfe by the name of. Iſrael, Ifa. 44. x. ' _ - Paſczn,tech | | 
Soagaine, in Jer. 31. the Lord having firſt promiſed $4.8 
to bring back the captivitie, he ſubjoynes ; Behold, the 
dayes come, ſaith the Lord , that I will make a new Covenant 
with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Iudah : not 
according ts the Covenant which 1made with. their fathers, 
C 3 | it 
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[hat it in the lay that 1 terke him ont of the Land of Egypt , which 


them, ſaith the Lord, But this ſhall be the Covenant that 1 
well make with the houſe of Iſrael, After thoſe dayes , faith 
the Lord , I will put my Law in their inward parts, and 
writer wn their hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall 
be my peaple. Here isa Covenant, God begins the work, 
but his people follow. They imbrace the Covenant,and 
joyne by amutuall Covenant to him, He 
puts his Law intothetr hearts, forthis very purpoſe. 
Once more. In 7er. ze. 3y. there is a promiſe that 
God would gather his people oat of all conntries whi- 
ther he had caft themin hiswrath , and that he would 
| _ them back to their —_— and cauſe them to 
dwellfafely. He.prefentlyaddes this as the productof 
that mercy ; they ſhall be my people, and 1 will be their God, 
#nd [will grove them one heart , andone way that they may 
Feare me for ever, 8&c. Iwill make an everlaſting Covenant 
' with them, that 1:will notturne away from them to dorhers 
rood, but 1 will put my fearesntheir tre arts that they ſhall wot 
depart frommme:: Whichwords go nolefle thanaſolemn 
Covenant mutually madeand ftrucken betweene God 
and hispeaple. | 
Thus _ manyplaine and pregnant places 
_ of Scripture. thew; \thatithe maine thing God on his 
partaymed at, and:ex dfrom his people indeliver- 
10g themfrom Babylon,was,thefirme and ſolemnetying 
and engaging of themſelves by aformall and effefu- 
all Covenant tohim, andtheremembring and keeping of 
1t better thanformerly they had done. 
' But, fecondly, alltheſe were but prophecies ſhewing 
what Godforeſhewed ſhould be. Will you therefore ſee 
thething.aRted,:andallthele promiles fulfilled? True 


it 


jo, itt - Covenant they brake , dlchoagh 1 was an husband unto 
=y '"N f4 
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made. Therefore, the work was Rtayed, and the build- 
ing not finiſhedin an xoo yeeres after, ſay the beſt Chro- 
nologers. 

Thencomes Z2r4,.and makes ſome reformation of 
manners; and not only ſo, but ſome Covenant he and 
the people entred into, Ezrs 10. But that was but ina 
particular caſe ( and it wonld be thought a ftrange one, 
tothis age eſpecially , ſhould it now be prefled ;) 
yere many that had treſpaſſed agaipft their G 


king ſtrange wives of the people of the Land (that wor- | 


ſhipped not the ſame God.) Such therefore, as now 
vere duely touched with the ſenſe of this (inne, deſire: 
Ezrathat a ſolemne Covenant might now be made with. 


God, ro put away all ſach wives , and ſuch as were borne of 


them, Verlſl. 3. Now, in thefifth verſe, we ſhall finde this, 


executed. For, Ezra aroſe, and made the chiefe Prieffs,the 


Levites, and all Iſrael to ſweare that they ſhould do accord-: 


ing to this word, and they ſware. 

This was ſomewhat , but not enough : a partiall Co- 
renant , and ſuch as came ſhort of that intended in my: 
Text. You ſhall ſee it more —_— performed uat- 
terwards, in Nehemiahs time. For, after Ezr4,came Ne- 
bewiah, and he makes a morethorough Reformation ; 
tot of mens manners only, buteven of Religionalſo. 
Heſer up the Ordinances of God in their puritie, and 
tooke carein particular forthe preaching of the Word. 
After all rhis, heandall rhepeople entred into aſo- 


lemane- 


there 
by ta» 
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| 16 _.' The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 
That irlemne Covenant, and that at'the time of a publique 
0, in. Faſt? And this brings it home tothe buſinefle we are 
deciall,” now about. For, as they entred into Covenantupon 
receipt of ſucha deliverance, ſo they did it at the time 


of aſolemne Faſt. This will _ throughout the 
whole ninth Chapter of Nehemiah, whereir is firſt ſaid, 


with ſack-cloath, anda with earth upon them : they ſeparated 


ſinnes ; andthe iniquities of their fathers. They juſtified 
God in all his | qr 6,4 againſt them, and in all 
the evils he had brought upon them. They acknoy- 
ledged that neither they , their Princes , people, orfa- 
thers had kept'the Law ; they. had not ſerved God in 
that Kingdome he had beftowed' upon them, Behold, 
ſay they , verſ. 36. We are ſervants this day, and for the 
Land that thou gaveſft unto our fathers, to eate the fruit 
theresf , and the good thereof; behald we are ſervants in it, 
And it yeeldeth much encreaſe unto the Kings whors thou haſt 


over our bodies, andover our cattell at their pleaſmre, and we 
are in great diſtreſſe. And becauſe of all this, we make 4 ſure 
Covexant, inthe laft verſe ) and write it, and our Princes, 
Levites, and m— ſeale untoit | 

Now hereisthe fullaccompliſhment of that you have 
in my Text. Whatin the Text is ſet down by way of 
Prophecy,you here ſee acted in the Hiſtory. In Nehe- 
miahs time, they come homeuntoit. Andif you look 
into thetenth Chapter,you ſhall fee who ſealed this Co- 
venant : firft,the Princes, the Officers, the Magiftrates 
of the Kingdome, the Par{iament men, if you will fo call 
them; andthenthe reft of the people. And what isthe 


ſubſtanceof their Covenant > They entred into a curſe, 
2 Gp au 


that the Children of Iſrael were aſſembled with faſting, ayd. 
themſelves from ftrangers , they ſtood and confeſſed their 


ſet over us , becauſe of our ſinnes': alſo they have dominion 
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and into an Oath, to walke in Gods Law, which was givenby 2, How #1 - 
Moſes the ſervant of God, and to obſerve and do all the Come is (6%. - 4 4 | 


z : 
y 
» 


? 


0 mandements of the Lord their God, and his Indeements, aud 
Statutes, verl. 29. t 

} Here then is their Covenant: you ſeealſowith what 
ſolemnitie it was made and ratified; by ſubſcribing of 


hands, and ſetting to of their Seales,by an 0ath,and by a 3 
curſe; bindin $ themſelves by all the moſt ſolemne and 3. 
ſtrongeſt bonds that poſſibly they could; andallthis in BOSS 0 
Publique; andata Publique Faſt. So that now the point (093, 
is cleare, That it & ſo, and that the practiſe of Gods peo- FRY (1 
ple hath ever been, upon any great deliverance, eſpeci= .  #®- wr 
ally from Babyloy, to enter into ſolemne. Covenant with ' ; | 
the Lord. tiara Pl 

Come we to the ſecond branch propounded, whichis 2-K«7,, |}: 4! 
the Ka9%7,, ſhewing , iz what manner this Covenant muſt Fu, N71) 
be made, and how men areto joyne themſelyes to the be gone. 


Lord in this aion, V4 [ 


The firſt thing to be unfolded is, the diſpoſition or pre- x. Of the Wii 


- paration to the Covenant; and this appeares in two things, d ſtftion rey | 

K x. In ſeeking ſeriouſly the face of God , They ſhall aske F veranglh_ge : "IR 

he the way to Zion. 2. Inthe manner of their addreſſe unto venanc wil y, X88 

$ th thei hith d, fayi God. +8 
him, with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come. Whereuncolll 

Il x. The firſt thing requiſite to 4:ſþoſe , cm” , and quired {oF 

c prepare men to ſtrike a Covenant with God, is a ſerious reTb* «kin * FR 


= 
: $. 
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way to 
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; aud humble ſecking of the face of God, They ſhall aske |; 
D 


$136 Zion = Rotges 8 *1 


ie dane. 


OW off Summien; n0h#late Faſt: 
"Who" © 132 way 19 Zion. And rhere firſt a wordof che plate ro. 
bi #)þ © Wiatd which they were bound; Rcondly, of t ſir « 


tendipy ind repaite to it, under that expreflion of #hins 
the way thither. | | 

--*F he plate; was Zn, whete fitft { though itbe but a 
Criticifme, itis yet notunneceflary ro be taken notice 
of, becauſe thewordis often pronontced,, and written 
atttifle, which may cauſe atnbiguiry touching the place ! 
you' muſt pitta differeycebetwtth $/hon or 51mm, 
Zhothi - [REtT were two different places, and are 
writteninthe origitiall with twodiffetent Letters, the 
former with, vy the other withY ) you muſt not here 
tmderftatntl this, of the former, natnely, of Mounr Sibur, 
which is all one with Hermon, ſituate inthe urmoftcon- 
fines of Tſtacl North-Eaſt-watd , neete unto Jordan , 
{ Dent. 4.48. ) but conceive it 'to bemeant of 7 '% or 


 ZrovinHicruſatem , which was once the ſtrong hold of 


the Jebulites , and held ont longer unſubdaed than any 
Peeece beldnging to that people. For, when Iifael un. 
der'the Cotduft of Toſhua had'conquered 1ebnr,after cal- 
led Hieraſalem , yet could they not winne Z:29% in it. 
Ziow wasa ſtrong Caſtle or Fort, ereCted upon a rocky 
mount, toward the South-weft'partof the Citie, over- 
lobking allthereſt;; and*that rhe Jebulites , having a-. 
boundantly fortified and victualled it, ftH! held, all the 
dayes of Joſhus, ad long after, albeit the Iſraclitespoſ- 
ſeffedthe reſt of the Citte, Toſh. x5, 63. But afterwards 


' when David camtragainſtit, even that frone hold {which 


the Jebufices thought to be fo invincible, that, in ſcorne 
of him and his ſtege, they ſer up only a few blind & lame 
people on the walles to defend it ) he conquered and 


- calleditrhe Ciri#of David, berauſeafterhe had wotmeir, 


himfelf dwelt init;2 $2.57, This, forthe Topography. 


Then, 


heir con- 


Ju — 


). 
I 


dhe ; loractimes it was taken; tor the place of 
Worſhip in the holy city, or rather with reference to-his 
Worſhipand preſence there: for that City being the 
Capitall City of the Kipgdame, 'where Thrones were 


Uy 


choſe toplace hisnamein: there,were the Altars placed 
for Gods worſhip, and thirher the Tribes ment upto warſhip, 
becauſe there Gad pleaſed to maniteft his marg A oh 
preſence, and to command the bleſ5ing fer gvermore. This 
ther therefore theſe returning Capriyes repaired; even 
unto Zan, the WatchT owre, as S* Hierome 1Nterprets It, 
whence God inſpeciall manner watched oyer his people 
for Gaod : therethey feek his face, and FRE of him, 
before they preſume toenter Covenant with hin.,” .- 

Now, their addrefle to this place, is fes- forthin this, 


RG ER, OW... A a6: p vu) 


14. ) yet is it uſually applyed to notethe ſeeking of ſame: 
thing by humble prayers and intreaties : fo as it is not. 
ſeldome put forprayerit ſelfe, 2 Chro: 20, 4. and, ſome- 
times for an earneſt & humble enquiry after ſome thing 
we know not, ( Num : 27. el. Dent : 13:14.) that we 
may be directedaright, and purſue the direction with 
effect : So here, They aske the way to Zion, and that of 
God, not onely ts ſeck of him 4right way for themby faft- 
ing and prayer, Ezrs 8. 2x, bat, as reſglvingthat ſome- 
what ſhould be done, that they would walke'in it, and, 
appeare before God in Zion: for, ſo. nwch is intended 
here as is expreſſed more fully elſewhere, ;viz. in 1/35 
ho Verſe 2,3. Mic, 4. 1, .2.W 
1 2 


of the Canons Heuſe of Pdliamevt. ig 


Then, you muſt know further, that, by Zia is ſomes 25. aps Ab 
times meantthewhale: city. of Hiarv(elem, by a Tanpo whey NY Wy 
0r.Gods doxe, x Mi 


ſtfar Iudgement, wasalſo the ſpeciallplace which God 


Texr, by asking the way to Zion. The word 19x * * Fromb 
thoughit ſometimes import the demanding of a thing cope 


y 
ichisa poi ; : er | 4 
whichisa pointof Juſtice or equity to give, (35. Gen, 344779; 4.»Y 


here they.not;onely call. 
on 
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oneachother toundertake, butthey alſo performe tlie 


Is tobt journey,going up to the mountaint of the' Lord. So the Pro. 


(14 - 
- r. 


- phet Zachary, the inhabitants of one City ſhall g0e to 4. 


nother, ſaying ,Let us goe ſpeedily to pray before the Lord 
and toſeeke the Lord of Hoſts, Iwill goe alſo + yea, many peg- 
ple and ſtrange nations ſhall come to ſeeke the Lordof Hoſts in 
Hiernſalem, and to pray before the Lord.” Zach, 8. 21. 22. 
And how goe they ? not ſleightly, careleſſely, proudly, 


bur in all humility, yea ( as in the verſe before my Text) 


even with weeping, they ſhall ſeeke the Lord their God 
withdeepe humiliation and godly ſorrow for all thoſe 


finnes whereby they hadformerly broken his Covenant, 


and for which he had entred upon the forfeiture, and 
laid thoſe heavy afflitions upon their Loines, Goixg , 
and weeping, they ſhall goeto _ their-God in Zion, The 
very ſame thing was foretold before ( to ſhew the neceſ- 


fity ofthe duty ) touching Iſrael. Jer. 31. 9. They ſhal 

come with weeping, and with ſuplications will I lead them. 

Sothen, this is the firft thing in this worke to diſpoſe 

-andprepare men for the Covenant ; namely, to aske rhe 

way to Zion, X a ſerious, humble, affectionate inquiring 
c 


and ſeeking after God in his Ordinances, even with ma- 
ny prayers and teares, that he would be pleaſed to ac- 
cept them. 


: Ia regard - Secondly, the manner of their addreſſe isas neceſſary 
the manner. as the former. It is not every mavrer that will ſerve the 


That is, 
>. With 3n- 
entien of Spi- 


turne.It muſt be done with all iztention of ſpiritin regard 
of themſelves, and with fervent Charity towards others. 
For, they muſt askethe:way to Zion wth their faces thi- 
therward, ſaying Come. 

Their zntention and fervency of ſpirit wherewith they 
ſetuponthis worke, is fet forth under that Hebraiſme of 
asking the way to Zion with their faces rhitherward. _ D 

| BOT INE I Way Eg bo. pirale 


% 
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phraſe is uſually an-expreffion of thegreateft intention,'2,” How ug -: 
tervency, and contention of mind that can be, in the 1h# # #86 0 * 

purſuit ot any buſineſle on foote, or of any way wherein dow, uy 
1man is going. Such a phraſe you have in Luke 9g, 5r; TOS 
where it 1s ſaid of Chriſt, :hat he tedfaftly ſet his face togee 004 


10 Hieruſalem, or, as if he would goe to Hieruſalew : tor ; 
which cauſe the Samaritanes wonld not receive him, ver. A 

53. that is, they would not entertayne him with any re- $1 
ſpe, becauſe, that ſfedfaſt ſerting of his face towards _:.: 


Hieruſalem * manifeſted, by his very countenance and * & in: 4 
aſpect, that, where ever his body was, his heart was at w#x« «Tw=  : 
Hierufalem( which the Samaritanes could not brooke) 2x70; xa 45. 
and that nothing inthe world could take him off from «©*%r | wh 
that journey, or, ſo farre prevaile with him, as to make ©" a 
him linger,orloyterupon the way ; no entreaties, feare, 11. 41 no 1% 
ſhame, nor any thing could ftay him, but, obſtinata et ims longer rurne {nei} | 
perterritamente locum petiit, as it is _ y Bede, He 394 hiker IA 
was no way afraid, oraſhamed to be ſeene and knowne ng cove WES 
whither he was bound, and what he was going about. | theirvillages|; 7b 
When therefore it is here ſaid, they ſhallaske the way won S—_ "1% if 
toZion with their faces thitherward, the thing meant Luc.g, K% i, 
thereby, is, that they ſhall ſet upon this work with their 
whole vim with their whole man, without any feare; 
or being aſhamed, or unwilling to owne the: buſineſle : 
but, they ſhall doe it thoroughly- and affeCtionately 
without wavering, lingring, halting: they ſhall doe it 
boldly, preſently, openly, indefatigably and continual- 
Iy.Ina word, whatſoever can be ſayd, or thought upon, 
to.ſet forth the utmoſt intention of a mans Spirit in any 
worke that his heart is moſt ſet upon, and that he would 
lay out his life and all he hath upon, for the accompliſh- 
ment of it; that was the reſolution, 8 care of theſe peo- 
ple, & muſt be ours: this is toaske the way to Zion wich 
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£6 & ts. Covenant with God. Thisis, for fubſtance no other 
edne,  ( though otherwiſe expreſſed ) rhanthar of the people 
in Aſs his time , when as Home 5 the Covenant before 
mentioned, 2 Chron.rs. where itis ſaid, they did it with 
all their heart, and with all their ſoule, and expreft it by 
the /oudacſſe of their voyces, and with ſhoutings, &c - re- 
joycing at the Oath, becauſe they had ſworne with all their 
hearts,and ſought him with their whole deſire,verſ.15, Men 
- ..- .- + Chat will ftand diſputing, conſulting with fleſh and 
;-*. -. ;bloud, and cafting about how the entring into fich a 
- Covenant may confift with their profits, honours, Juſts, 
defignes, relations, &c. are no fit Covenanters tor God. 
His people ſhall be willing, Pſal. 110. 3, their heart, minde, 
_ ++ "ſpixic, body, -countenance, all, ſhall profefle , and pro- 
a claime this to the whole world, that they are for 
God, for a Covenant, forputting themſelves into the 
ftrongeft bonds that can poſlibly be thought on to bind 
| them hand and foot, ſoule and. body to-the Lord for 
1: -* "OVAL. : | 
Lk With cha- 2. Noristhis all. For,the men in my Text,content 
ie rewards not themſelves to be thus earncftly addicted to the 
| worke intheir own particulars ; but, ( as one ſtick kin- 
dles another) they defire to kindle the ſame flame of af- 
fecion in others alſo, and mutually to blow up the 
coales in one another, ſaying, Come. | 
This notes the fervency of their Charitie towards 0- 
thers alſo, For, 'tis not here brought in as a formalitie, 
or complement , butasthe evidence of a ftrong deſite 
todrawas many others as they can to the ſame journey, 
IB and (if itbe poſfible ) to keep the ſame pace withthem, 
as being moſt unwilling to leave any behind them. This 
indeeditruc Love, unfained Charitie , todraw all we 
SE can 


L How - #7 faces thitberward. And without this, no entrin ginto 


o _ 
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o Wl can along withus unto God. True Converts , when ,, "yrs". ty. þ 
once they returne themſelves, they cauſe others torttarne (his is to/ uF- 
alfo. And this was often prophecyed asathing which þ, 4uve, | bis 


ſhould certainly be: Witnefleallfhoſe places in Ifay 2, 
Nic. 4. and Zach. 8. before quoted. So then all theſe 
things are requiſite , and preview to the Att of Cove- 
nanting with God, There muſt be a ſeekiog toGod 
with true humiliatiop, a ſeeking of himavith all intenti- 
on of _ , and with all manifeſtations of a reſolution 
not tobe terrified from, daunted at, or aſhamed of the 
yorke : yea, with fervent Charitie to draw others intv 
the fame Covenant alſo. Thus much for the diſpoſition 04 
previous to the Covenant. | ; W114} 
2. The next thing conſiderable in the Kavi is, the 2. The Sub. Þ,7 { 


Mi 
9% 
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rubſance of the Covenant it ſelf. Ler ws joywe our ſelves (ave of tbe |þ © 


tothe Lord, in 4 Covenant. | On 
Two things here maſt be opened; the marrer,and the Bothin r=. !)# þ, 
frwe of this ſolemne action. "__ JLOAG 
1. The matrer of this Act is ſet forthnnder this 'ex- x. Of the 
preffion, Let ws ſoyme =_ ſelves to the Lord, The original #7 
word Wyn ( from M1? ) is very emphatical; ſo as that. 
word, being explained , will ſufficiently {ct our before 
you the nature of the Covenant here intended. Some. 
Tranflators render it, Les ws glue our ſelves unto the Lord ; 
which imports a conjunction ſo neere , as nothing can . 
come between , and fo firme, as nothing can diffolye. 
But more particularly, the verb here uſedisin Scripture 
pplyed toa double fenfe,or to denote two things: both 
of which being ſet together, will fully diſcover whatit 
Is to be joyned to the Lord in Covenant, 
Firſt , it fignifyeth the binding of a mansſelf to the - 
Uſurer , -of whom he hath borrowed money , VF >4 | 
backe both / principall and intereſt, So t'ts _ mn 
| chem. . 


FF 24 . Thefirff Sermon, atthe late Faſt 
2. How _ Nehem. 5. 4. where the people complaine, We have bir 
thi #50 rowed money * , for the Kings tribute, and that upon our 
be done. Lands and FVineyards, That 1s, they had engaged both 
II Lands and Vineyar& for ſecuritie of the money bor- 
| rowed, that the Uſurer ſhould enter upon all, incaſe 
they failed of payment at the day. Sothat, as men, to 
make ſure, will have a Szatute Staple,or recogniſance in thel 
nature of a Statnte Staple, acknowledged, whereby a mans 
-perſon, goods, lands, and all, are bound tor the ſecuritie 
of the Creditor, that he ſhall have both principall and 
intereſt at the day agreed upon ( and here that of Sole- 
201 proves too true, The borrower # ſervant tothe lender : 
for, he hath nothing left to his own diſpoſe; if he wouls 
ſell any Land, ſettle any joynCture, there is a Statute up 
en it, hecan diſpoſe of nothing till that be taken off;) 
ſoit is in the caſe of any man joyning himſelf to the 
Lord by Covenant, he muſt eyen bind himſelf $0 Goc 
as firmely, as fully, as the poore borrower , who for hi: 
neceſlitie takes up money, binds himſelf to the Uſurer 
If Godlend him any mercy, any bleſſing, he binds him 
ſelf to reſtore not only the principall ( the bleſting it 
ſelf) when God ſhall call for it; but even the intereſt 
too; I meane, all poſſible homage, ſervice, and honour 
_— becomes thoſe who have received fo greata be 
NCEKT. 
This is more than implyed in that parable of our Sa 
viour touching thetalents diſpenſed, Marth. 25.27. to 
even to him who had received but one talent, was 1 
ſaid, Thou eughteſt to have put my money to the Exchangers, 
that at my coming 1 might have received mine own with uſu- 
75. God will hayc his returne , ſome intereſt, for every 
mercy ; and expects a Statute Staple, that is, a Covenant, 
for his better ſecuritie, God will have him hound, Oy 
DE EETANG eps ody, 


tween them, This is the firſt uſe of the word, »:/vs. 
Secondly, there is yet more in it. For, though 
it be true that the obligation of a borrower to the uſu- 
rer be as ſtrong as bonds and Statutes can make it ; yet, 
thereis not ſuchan entire, meere, firme, and laſting tye 
of the borrowerto the Lender, nor ſuch a thorough in- 


him that is in Covenant with God. The Uſurer,though 
he bind the poor borrower faſt to him, yet he keeps him 
at diſtance, not giving himintereſt in, oruſe of any 0- 
ther part of his eſtate, but only of che ſumme borrowed. 
But now this joyzing of our ſelves to the Lord, is ſuch, as is 
made by marriage;and gives intereſt in all that the Lord 
is, and hath, and admits us to the participation ofall the 
moſtintimate, neereſft, choyſeſt expreſſions of the dee- 
reſt Love of God, which is or can be found between the 
husband and the wife, whoare joyzed together by the 
bond of marriage, and made one fleſh, 

So the word is uſed, Gez. 29. 34 where Leah, being 
delivered of ker third ſonne, Lev/, thus faith to the 
women about her , Now this time will my husband be joyn- 
ed * unto me, becauſe I have born him three ſounes. Thatis, 
i now ſhall my husband be more araly united to me 
) in all love, and in all demonſtrations of it, and that 
coy in the moſt free, full, and intimate way of expreſſion 
M0 that poſſibly canpaſſe between thoſe who are coupled 
-W together inſo neerea relation. 

y Sothen, lay both theſe together, and you have a 
cleare view of this joyning of onr ſelves tothe Lord by Co- 
venant, He that enters into Covenant with God, doth 

E : nor 


tereſt in the whole eſtate of the Uſurer, as there is of 
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body, eſtate, liteandall ; fo as all he is, and hath, ſhall 2. How Wy is 
be forfeited, if he donor keep touch , and make pay- this is 10 55: * 
mentaccording toagreement and Covenant made be- be doye, ; 
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2. In regard 
f the forme. ſelves to the Lord, it is exprefſedin the word m1, the 


26 The firſt Sermon, atthe late Faſt 
notonly bind himſelf, as the needy borrower to the Co. 
vetous / ſurer , for a time; but, as the wife to the h:ys- 
band, to be wholly his for ever, without any reſervation, 
limitation, or termination, till death diſſolve the bond, 
As the wife hath intereſt in the goods, eſtate, and per- 
ſon of the husband, and all that he hath is hers: fo by 


this jcyning of our ſelves to the Lord, He becomes ours, K 
as wellas we become his, and both are mutually con- K 


joynedto each other by an indifloluble bond forever. 


All the power, wiſdome, goodnefſe, mercy, grace, glo- L 


ry, that the Great God hath to communicate to the 
creature, is nowafſured and made over to every ſoule 


that thus engageth himſclfunto him. And on the other | s 


fide, all the wit, ftrength, induſtry, wealth , honour, 
friends, life, andall that this man hath, he makes over, 


nothing, to do nothing, to be nothing but for the Lord, 
though all the world be againſt him torir. This I take 
- be the full latitude of the Covenart , for the Matter 
Or 1t. 

2. Touching the forme of this Act of joyning ow 


Covenant, A Covenant is nothing elſe but an agree- 
ment or bargaine between two or moe perſons , and ra- 


tified (ordinarily) by ſome externall ſolemnitie, or rites # 


that may teſtifie and declare the agreement, and ratifie 
it, whereby it becomes unalterable. Therefore it 1s, 
thatamong the varietie of ratifications of Covenants 
mentioned in Scripture, ſtill there is ſomewhat of out- 
ward ſolemnitie reported to have been uſedat the ma- 


king of them, to ſtrike the bargaine thorough. | 
Somes 


and refignes upaCtually, totally ,abſolutely,and for ever + 
untothe Lord, to ſerveand honour him withall; and &? 
that with all his heart,and with his whole deſire; to have #* 
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, ſometimes by 0arh, Dent. 29. ſometimes by an oath, this i to | 
& and a surſe, Neh. 10. 29. ſometimes by ſubſcription of be done. 
7 their hands, ſomerimes by ſealing it with their ſeales Iay.44.5. © 
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Sometimes they were made by Sacrifice, Bſal. 50.5. 2. How | 
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£] lo: Sometimes by all theſe, and by what ever elſe Nth. g.uk. 9 
1] night moſt firmely & inviolable knit men unto God. "Wt 
£1 Andas it was then, ſo muſt it be ſtill. To ſtrike a Co- "© kk 
& | renant, isnot, in a private or publique prayer only, 1 
£7 togoe to God and ſay, Lord I will be thine, I here enter into ag 


= iCoveran with thee, bethoua witncjſe of 1t, &C. but it is, in. 
 toſtard and make it publiquely betorethe Lord, by ſome A X 
LY ſpcciall ſolermitiethat may witneſſe it toall the world, as 0” FR. 
7 /ofa-*, Aſa, andall the Godlyever did, (even as in * a chro.z4. | , of 
{7 in entring into bonds, or asin ſolemnizing of matri- 3* & Y, ' 
27 mony,men uſe to doe ) Whether by the Sacrament of Nb 
2 the Lords Supper, by faſting, or by ought elſe, whereby oY Mi 
© they may become {ſo firmely and arctly joyned to the wy] 
7 Lord, that they may not only be no longer ſ#i Juris, to 


depart away from the Living God, but, not ſo muchas 


to fit looſe from God , or to ſtandin any termes of in- FN 
differency, which might leave them at libertie toſerve, þ #1. 
ornot toſerve God in any dutie, how difficulrc, or dan- 26; 
erous ſoever. And thus have you the Subſtance of the f 5 
ner opened. $ 


3. Take wenow aſbort view of the properties of this z. The Pro *$1[® 
Covenant,and they are two ; perpetuitieand heedfulneſſe, 19% of het, ph 
1. It muſt be an everlaſting Covenant , in regard of yhich ars ® F{$ 
continuance. In the Originall it is n5w nM2, 4 Cove- two. : 
nant of Ages, And the 72 Interpreters render it to the ER ©! 
lame purpoſe, 419i <.64&;, thatis, ſuch a Covenant as for continu= {p13 
no timeſhall terminate , till they who make it ceaſe to << * 

be. Some underſtand:this. of engaging themſelves to 

Rick cloſe to him inthe due celebration of his Legal 
ES 2 worſhip, 
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worſhip , ſo long as he ſhould continue it inhis Church, 
(which was till, Shiloh came ) without thoſe mixtures, 
wherein formerly they had been too bold,and for which 
God had ſpewed them out of his Church, and hurled 
them as farre as Babylon. Others conceive it to be 
meant of the Covenant of Grace that God had ſealed to 
themin the bloud of his Sonne. Bur , neither of theſe 
are ful. For,it is clearly meant of an A of theirs towards 
God, whereby they bind themſclvesto him, and thatnot 
fora definite time only, but for ever. 

Itis ſuch abinding, as that of the borrowertothe U- 
furer , whom nothing can ſatisfie but tullpayment. Or 
rather, ſuch acloſfing with God, as is that of the wife to 


' thehusband, «called, in particulir reference to the nup- 


tiall knot, the Covenant of her God, Prov.2.17. Shemuſt 
be his forever; that is, ſo /ong as ſhe liveth, Rom, 7. So 
that, for men to bind themſelves by an everlaſting Cove- 
nant tothe Lord, is to bind themfelves never to fep out 
from him to Idals, to their baſe lufts, to any creature,in 
any ftrair, upon any occaſion, or tentation whatſoever; 
nor, with the dog, toreturne any more to their yomit 
of any kind. They are in Covenant as the wife to the 
husband;; for they are marryed unto the Lord for ever, 
Hol. 2. 

2. It muſt be heeded and minded , elſe, it will be to 
ſmall purpoſe to be ſo 7:ting. It muſt be a Covenant 
that ſhall not be forgotten. 

A Coycnant, quod non tradetur oblivioni, as Tremelius 
well : thatis,that ſhall not be caſt behind their backs. It is 
buta plaine mockery for men ſo to enter Covenant with 
God, as young Gallants enter into bonds to the Ulurer, 
never thinking more of them , till the day of payment 
be paſt, and the Sergeant ready toattachthem. 7» * 

FH Rn Wicks 


"I ws ® oe edt anos oe roots eds ode os. oaths ade oe oe onda od wh. ww 


wicked ſaith God , what haſt thou to dato take my Covenant ,. How 
into thy month , ſeeing thou caſteſt my words behind thee ? (his 40 
Plal. 50. Only they rightly pertorme this dutie, who ſo dpye.. 
joyne themſelves tothe Lord, as to remember, and minde | 
the obligation they have ſealed. As a pooreman that 
meanes honeſtly , if he be neceſlitated to take up mo. 

ney upon his bond, he can hardly eate, walke, ſleep, 

doany thing, be in any company, but that ſtill his minde 

runs upon the obligation and day of payment: he com- 
plaines he is in debt, he hath given bond for ſo much 
money, and all his care is how topay his debts, or to get 

longer time ; ſo itiswitha Godly man that hath entred 
Covenant with the Lord, he hath ſealed abond, and he 

knows it muſt be ſatisfied,or it will be put in ſuit, There- 

fore he beares it in minde, he is alwayes caſting about how 

he may performe, and keep touch with God. 71will ze- 

ver forget thy precepts, ſaith David, 1 have inclined mine 

heart to performe thy Statutes alwayes , even unto the end, 

Pfal. 119. 112. This is oneexpreflion. 

Againe, Ir is a Covenant to be remembred , as that of 
the wife, whereby ſhe ſtands bound to her hþsband : ſhe 
muſt ever remember it. It is the note of an harlot to 
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forget the Covenant of her God. The chaſte wife will ſo 2,02, 2.17: * oh 


remember the marriage bond , that if ſhe be ſolicited to 
unfaithfulneſſe, touncleanneſle, &c. ſhe ever hath this 
in her thoughts, that ſhe hath given herſelf wholly a- 
way toan husband , andis bound to keep her ovly unto 
him during lite ; & this makes her to be evenan impreg- 
nable wall againft all afſaultsrhat might otherwiſe draw 
herto folly. So muſtitbein the caſe in hand : The Co- 
yenant muſt ſtill be in the heart, and in the memory. In 
every ation of a mans life, inevery paſſage and turn- 


ig of his eſtate and condition, in every defigne or en» 
| E 3 gagement, 


zo The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 

How. gagement, this mult xr be forgotten ; viz, I haveen- 
& &# tobe © tred into Covenant with God, as a wite with her hus. 
we.. * band; willthat I am now doing, or going about, ſtand 
«with my Covenant? Is this to performe Covenant 
<< with God? &c. It hebe ſolicited touncleannefle, to 
frand, oppreflion , any evill whatſoever , this ſtill runs 
in his minde, Thereis a Covenant between me and the 
bonds; How thencan 1 commit this great wickedneſſe, and 
| finne againſt God? 
d. 78.10. Whatwasit for which dah, and Iſrael became Cap- 
k tives, but the breach of the Covenant ? They kept not the 
Covenant of God, ſaith'the Pſalmift. And, how ſo? Be- 
cauſe they did zot remember it. As they ſoone forgot his 
workes ſoit was not long ere they forgot Godtheir Saviour 
himſelfe too; and then no marvyaile, if,at the next bour, 
they forgot his Covenant alſo, ?ſal. 106. He then, that 
would not breake Covenant, muſt »ot forget it ; but mind, 
and performe it. Otherwiſe, itis like vowing unto God, 
and not paying, which is worſe than »ovro voy atall. 

Thus haveIdiſpatchtthe Second gemer df}, the Kadir, 
and ſhewed you howand in what :manner this Covenant 
muſtbe ftriken: firf/, in regard of the d:/poſition and pre- 
paration ofthe Soule unto it, it muſt be with ſerious ſeek- 
ig theface of God.& humblingrtheſoule betore hand, ic 
muſt be with all 77rext1on & earneſtnes,with fervent Love 
and charity to draw others the ſame way. Next,in regard 
of the Covenazt itſelf,it muſt bean a7 & firmjoyning and 
&ending our ſelves the Lord, as of the borrower to the 
Lender ;of the wife tothe hasband ; and that by ſome /6- 
lemne AdF,which may teſtsfieit toallthe world, and be a 
witneſſeagainft us, if we keep it not. Andall this, third- 
ly for properries, muſt be .of everlaſting continuance, ond 

a 


Lord, I ata bound from fuch courſes by the ſtrongeſt | 
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had in continuall remembrance, ſoas it may be continually _ 
performed of all that make it. | , 

3. Iprocced to the third and laft branch, the 4, the 3.4:ize. 
Grounds and reaſons why, upon receit of any deliverance, lag | 
but more eſpecially ſrom Babylon, people ſhould enter» i; jo. UE 
intoſuch acovenant with God. And theſe reſpe delive- Theor of ph, 
ranceseitherin generall, or from Babylon in ſpecial, ſon. vis 

1. The reaſons why this muſt be done, upon any deli- M a, for q50f 
v(r8nce in generall,are theſe. r = nog We 4s i} 

* 1. Becauſe God, at notime ſo nuch as when he be- r-/. oy 


. : a 1 God atfigi'® 
ſtowes upon his people ſome notable deliverance,gives 5 2c ;ves HW. 


ſuch cleere hints and demonſtrations of his willingneſfle cjcarch eyi-l! 


to ſtrikeaneverlaſting Covenant with them. No ſooner dence ofhis| (9. 
had the Lord delivered Iſrael out of Egypt, but within 4c va 


3. Monethsafter, he commanded Moſes to tell the peO- nanc with ug 
ple from him; Te have ſcene what I did unto the Egyptians, X 
and how I bare you on Eagles wines, and brought you out unto * 7 
my ſelfe. Now therefore if ye will obey my voyce and keep my 4. 
Covenant, then yee ſhall be apeculiar treaſure unto me above 
all people. Exod. 19. 1. and verſe 4, 5. God himſelfe, you 
ſee, was now earneſt fora Covenant. | 
It is the nature of God, where he beftowes one bene- 
fit, to adde moe, and ftill to riſe in his —_ Where 
he once opens his hand to take a people into his prote- 
Aion, he opens his heart to take them into his boſome. 
Where he puts forth his power to reſcue a people, he puts 
out his heart to make them 4 owne, if then they have 
eyestodiſcernethe opportunity. See this moſt excel- 
lently. demonſtrated 7ey. 32. from wer. 37. to the 42. His 
gathering them from their Captivity, firſt warmes, then 
melts, andafter inflames his heart towards them, ma- 
king it even then to glow as it were upon them, &to be- 
come reftleſſe till he-have-beſtowed ſtn_eny on 
them 


; 
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L Why it them by ſolemne Covenant to be their God for ever. 
Fo, in Nowthen, ſhall God, at ſuch a time, be fo willing 
tegene- and deſirous toenter Covenant with men, andſhall the y 
think it too much for them to be in Covenant with 
him > Shall he be faſt bound to them, aud they left free 
to ſitlooſe from him? Indeed, this is that which our cor. 
rupt nature would willingly have: People would faine 
be their owne men; whichyetin truth, is,to be the grea- 
reſt ſlaves. Neceſſary therefore it is for men, upon receir 
of any deliverance, torenew Covenant with God who'is 
pleaſed to honour them ſo farre, as to be in Covenant 
withthem. For,theſetwoare relatives,and ever goe to- 
gether, I will be their God, and they fhall be my people. God 
1s notthe God of an _ but of his owne Covenant- 
Servants, The reſt, & ſtiles, Lo-ammi, Hol. x. g. for yee | 
are no: my people, ſaith he, and 1 will not be your God. They | 
will not enterinto Covenant with me, andI will make 
| no Covenant with them. That is the firſt reaſon, | 

& God is 2. As Godispleaſed toenter into Covenant with his 

toneene to be HeOPle, ſo is he firſt inthe Covenant, God requires no | 
und frit. 11.40 to bind himſelfby Covenant to Him, till the Lord | 
firſt trike a Covenant with his Soule, As we love him,be- 
cauſe he loved us firſt ; ſo we enter into Covenant with | 
him, becauſe he firft entreth into Covenant with us.I | 
will be their God, heis firſt bound , and ſealcs firſt; and 
_ then, and not till then, it followes ; they ſhall be my people. | 
This is the conſtant tenor ofthe Covenant. And ſhall he | 
| begin, aud wethink much to follow? Can there be a 
marriage conſammated where onely the marisfirft mar- 
| 


_ riedtothe woman, and the woman will nor after, for her 
part, be naarried tothe man? Now, God no way ſomuch 
declares his willingnefſe to be in Covenant, and to be 


frſt init, as by deliverances ( as we ſhall ſee more in the 
Next 
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next reaſon: ) great reaſon therefore, men ſhould then 3. Why #1 
ſecond him by mutuall ſtipulation. Itis an; hard caſe, « ſp,im-. | 


\ gs 
by 
g ” 


: when men will not follow, where Godleades. |  -. | the gene 

F4 | 3. , Indeliverances God more eſpecially manifefteth rall. MM 
- his fidelity in keeping Covenant with his people, even 3- In _ Ks 
Fl when they have broken Covenant with him, and forteited ar ig. ih 


all-into his hands, When God delivers a people out of ally manieifhp be 
any ſtraite, dorhnot that uſually ſuppoſe ſome folly of jth pivbcction 
theirs going before, & provoking him to caſt them into coyenane. FRE: 
that affliction ; whence, upontheir cry, he is pleaſed to P/@.1o7. FE 
deliver theni ? | 

_ And whenthey have ſo farre and fo long broken the 
Lawes, and contemned the Counſel ofthe moſt high;, 

and dealt unfaithfully in his Covenant,as that he hath. bin 
evencompelled to throw them into darkyeſſe and the 
ſhadow of death : yet itthen, upon their bumiliation, he 

be pleaſed to delrwer them out of all their diſtreſſes ; this is 

to give them freſh experience of his infinite love in 
Keeping Covenant and mercy with them, that kept no 
Covenantwith him. This is called 4 remembring of his 
Covenant with hispeople, after that their uncircumciſed Wea: 
hearts be humbled, and ihat they accept of the puniſhment of £evit. 26. 4808 
their iniquity , when God ſhould have caſt them our of 4** | 
their land, among their enemies, as afterward he did. 

So that, ina deliverance, that which is moſt predomi- 
nant in God, and ſhould be moſt ſweer and pretious to 
his people and moſt eyed by them, is his fidelity, mer- 
cy, and unchangeable Love in bringing out that Cove- 
nant he once made with them, and ſpreading it before 
himſelfe, and making of it good, even when they could 
not exſpect it, nor durſt to pleadit. Hence that paſlio- M 
nate ſpeech of God to rcbellious Ephraim, Is Ephraim je, ,s. 29.1 
my deare ſonne?* is he 4 peſos child? Asif he ſhou gary 
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Fo 34 Thefirſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 
” Why # Taid, ſurely he cannot conclude ſo'; yer , my loye 

1G, m\ by vertueofthe ancient Covenant betwen us, makes 
ſe gene- me till ſo toaccount him:witneſſe that which followes, 
W for ſince 1 ſpake againſt him, ( that is, as reſolving to caſt 


him off forever) 1remember him ſtill, (1 remember I am 
inCovenant with him, ):herefore my bowels are troubled for 
' him, Iwil ſarely have mercy upon him,ſaith the Lord, Thus 
deliverance is a thread drawne out of the bowells of his 
Covenant. Great reaſon therefore thar, in this caſe, his 
people ſhould think of renewing their leagueand Cove. 
nant with the Lord on their parts, when they have ſo 
ſhameſully broken it, and yer he goes onin fo much 
mercy to manifeſt his fidelity inrem-embring and keeping | 
| the Conenanton his part, y giving them deliverance, 
>complece Againe , fourthly and laſtly, All our hopes of a ful 
| iverance deliverance, of complete happinefſe, will be delayed, if 
Mew hour DOC fruſtrate ; and, the next deliverauce will ſtick inthe 
ovenant, birth, and want ſtrength to bring forch, if we come not 
4 up to a Covenant for deliverances already received. If 
; God have delivered ns'once, he will doit no more: or, 
| if he do ſomewhat, to hold us up by the chinthatwe 
fink not, yet will he hold us down from the throne, that 
we reigne not, till we come up actually and fully inthis 
point of Covenanting with him. Ir is only to thoſe that 
take hold of his Covenant, thathe gives an everlaſting name 
which ſhall not be cut off, Hay 55. 4, 5. 

He that hath obtained moſt and greateſt deliver- 
ances, will, cre long, ſtand innecd of more. Now,one 
thing is neceflary todrawdown more, and to move God 
to command ( further ) deliverances for lacob; yea, to 
f powreout his whole boſomeinto the laps of hispeople, 
+: ---.- andto.crowne alldeliyerances and blcflings received, 
with this affarance , thathe that hatb delivered, will yet 


aan 


of the Gemmons Houſe of Parliamemt. i 1 
174i deliver ; and that i, toenter intaa ſolemnge Caves 3. wk i 
Lo ken $4 Lord, upon conſideration of whithe ark > h by p "3 
done already, how ever he ſhould pleaſe to dealewithus *.* | 
forthe furuce,or for removing ay preſent prodiees that © 
lyeupon us. Althongh God begin to deli 


7 


i 


wer, yet he 6 
will never perfect the deliverance, till this be ding from 1; 0 I 
The people which returned from Babylon, found God '* "17+ how 
to keeptouch with them, toaday. So ſoone as the 70, £0 
yeeres determined, their captivitie was diffolyed, and W*2 | 
ſomewhat was done, the foundation of the Lords houſe 
was laid, butthe building went ſlowly up, the reforma- 
tion of Church and State went heavily on; and, they 
were never ina thriving condition;till Nehemizh,by the 
good hand of God, _ upon this courſe... Some 
Faſts they had m_— ore, yeavery many; but they 
neyer thrived, till headded to their publique and ſo- 
lemne Faſting,the faftening ofthem to God by a ſolemne 
Covenant, Then, the worke of Reformation, and eſta- 
blihment, went on merrily, then they proſpered. Thus 
farre the Reaſons concluding for a Covenant, upon rg» 
ceit of deliverances in general. += 14,8 " 
2. The Reaſons inducing us thereunto, upondeli. 2%, for dF38 
verance from Babylon in particalar , are theſe. Abby | '%, 
| 1. Becauſe Babylos ( after once the Church was put jn ſpeci-\ $4 Þ 
under her power ).had alwayes been the moſt inſolent, all, WM 
heavy, bitter, bloudy enemy that ever the Church felt. r.3<hu=a i 
The violence of Baby/oz was unſnpportable , her infor My Wo 
lency intolerable , her bloud-thirſinefle inſatiable. "TIM 
Hence the Church is bold co challenge all the world to 
match her miſery under. the yoke'of Babylon ; Behold, 
and ſee, A there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow,wherewith 
the Lordhath es »e, (thatis, by the heavy hand of 
Babylon ) ix the day of his fierce wrath, Lam. x..12. 


F 2 T his 


Fo. 36 The firſt Sermon, atthelate Faf 
; Why it Thiswas ſoſore, thatithath been by ſome Fathers, 
| ſo,'in and others, conceived to bethe fulleſt and moſt lively 
zeciall. fypicallexpreſſion of that matchleſſe agony andextre- y 
F- mitie which our Lord himſelfe ( hanging upon the 
Croſſe ) ſuſtained, when he bare all our finnes, and the Wl t 
wrath of Goddue tous forthem , ſo farre as to makea MM | 
full ſatisfaction to the Juſtice of his Father, in behalfe of c 
all his people. hp 
And as it was with old Babylon, ſoit is, and ever will 
- bewiththe new, ( I meane, myſtical Babylon ) to the 
end of the world ; might ſhe ſo long continue, Even 
ſhe alſo delights in no other drink bur the blond of the 
Saints, as you fhall finde in Rev. 17. 5. where the very 
name written upon her forehead ſufficiently fets our 
her nattire:: Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of har- 
lots and abominations of the earth. And, whatof her? 7 
ſaw, ſaith Saintlohn, the woman drunken with the blond of 
the Saints, and with thebloud of the Martyrs of Ieſus : and 
when I ſaw her , I wondred with great admiration , verl. 6. 
And well he might. A woman,and drunk! And,it drunk, 
would no liquor ſuffice, but bloud'! no blond , but that of 
Saintsand Martyrs She is never in hereltement, but 
when ſhe is fvimming in bloud. So inſatiable is ſhe,that 
,. 1 likethe horſe-leeches Langhter, the never ſaith,it is enough, 
'.- " - Therefore, when God gives any deliverance from 
thence, there is more than ordinary cauſe to cloſe with 
the Lord, ina more ſolemne and extraordinary manner, 
giving him: the praiſe and glory of ſo great a mercy. 
Butthen more eſpecially, when God works out the ful 
deliverance of his Church , by the totall,arid finallruine 
of Babylon. Ohthen, then is the rime when all the peo- 
plein heaven muſt ſing Hallelujah , aſcribing, ſalvation, 
and honour, and power unto the Lord our God, Revel. = Y 
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J 2Bill of divorce, er. 3. 8. And for this it was, that he 


the true Godi; ant afrerwards falling of-todown-right 
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And againe, Hallelajah , verl. 3. asif they could never g. ma 3 
«o,in I 
peciall, 


ſufficiently expreffe themſelves to God for ſuch a deli- 
rerance, ſuch amercy, fuch a vengeance, _ 

2. Againe. When God delivereth from Babylop, 2. Such a de- 
there is more than ordinary cauſe of entring into ſo- liverance im-gp 
lemne Covenant with him , becauſe the very ſubjecting anger rao ll 5 
of the Godly under that iron yoke, argues more than breach of 
ordinary breach of Coycnant with the Lord in time CR_ i; 6 
paſt, which ſtirred him up to deale ſoſharply with them which God Wi 
zto put them under the power of 3by/ov, The Pro- formerlypu CHEN 
yocation was exceeding great; too much tobe cridured ,\ ct.” ſuch (7 WA 
even by infinite Patience itſelfe :' eHE, the People of P77 
God had never been caſt into ſuch a furnace- It was for A. 
ſucha fault as diſſolved the very marriage knot between 
Godand his people: it wasfor going « whoring from him: 
For this it was, that God farft put away 1/raet/$iving her 


afterwards caft ud alſo out” of his fight, 2 King. 17. 
19,20. And as it was in formertimes; ſo'in later Agesof 
the world. What was the'reaſon that ſo many-millions 
of ſoules have been expoſed to the'butchery of Anti- 
chrift in Myfticall Baby/on, andto be ſo hood-wuicke 
and blinded by ſtrong deluſions, as to beleeve nothing but . 
lyes; even that Great, Great ſoul-killing Lye, that they - 
might bedamned ? Saint Pau/tellsus, it was this The 
received not the love of the trueth that they might be ſaved, 
but had pleaſure in wnrighteouſneſſe, 2 Theſſ. 2. Whatam- 
righteouſneſſe ? 1s it meant of'eyery unrighteouſtiefle 
(that is in- the-nature of icdamnable} which is to be . 
tound inthe world > Surely no: but (/jenanrer) of that 
unrighteouſneſſe whereby men turned the trath of Grd into 
the, Roms. r;'tharis;by corrupring'the crue worſhipof 


F 3 Idola- . 


38 The firſf Sermon, at the late. Faſt 
F why ;4 Idolatry, even within the pales of the Church it ſelf. | 
ſo, im _ Moſi of. you are; well. ſeene-in the, Hiſtory of the | 
Daciall, - Church , and can ſoone, point. with your finger to the | 
_ times wherein Baby/ox beganto beſiege Hieruſalem, and Ml 
Antichriſt began topullot his vizzard , inthe Churches | 
of Chriſt : eventhen, when Piduresand Images began | 
firſt tobeſetupin Churches, for remymbrance', then, for 
; 


ernaxent'; then, for in/truttion too; andat laſt, for d- 
ration and worſhip. Then, Godſuffered her to be over. 
. +. run, andover-ſpred by Babylon, as by an hideous opacum Wl ' 
4 3/4 -- ox Fhick dacknelleand to be expoſed and proftituted to Ml * 
; all manner. of whoredomes and filthinefle: fo as the / 
flavery of the Jewiſh Church.in old Babylon, was ſcarce a Ml ' 
flea-biting, in compariſon of the miſeries of the Church Wl © 
Chriſtian under the-New, which makes havock and mer- { 
chandiſc not of the bodies only, but even of the ſoules of WM * 
wen, Revel. 18, 13. T3. | c 
- Now then, 'when God pleaſeth to delivera people Ml / 
from:ſuch bondage, andtoawaken them cffeQually to WMll 
loekup-, and to reflet even with aftoniſhnent upon f 

thoſe great and gaftly {ins of theirs, which had cur aun. 
der thecords of the Covenant between God and their Wl © 

Soules, and provoked God tofubjedtrthem to ſo much 
ondage ; and, that they muſt either renew Coyenant, Wl * 
. or be obnoxious to tore wrath, and be laid opento f 
moreand greater temptations and fins ; this cannot but i 3 
exceedingly work upon their ſouls, cauſing theirhearts I * 
to melt, and .cheir very bowels to yearne after the Lord, I * 
, Toenterintoanew , ar everlaſting Covenant that ſhall ne- Wl " 

wer be forgotten. fl) 

+» This is that which God by his ſervant Ezekiel, ſpake 
touching the deportment of the remnant of 1ſrae/, 
whichſhould eſcape the firord among thenations and 
| p COUuNtries 
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countries whither they had been carryed captives, Ezeky 3. wh iz 
6. 9. They ſhould , upon-ſuch adeliverance, remember j; ſg, ity | 
God, 'not only with griefe, bur reſolution-alſorojoyn@ſpeciall, 
themſelves-to him more firmely in'a perpetuall Cove- Wh 
rant, For, of them, he ſaith there ; they that eſcape of you 
ſhull remember me among the nations , becauſe 1 am broken 
pirh their whor:ſh heart which hath departed from-me, and 
with their eyes which goe a whoring after their illols, and they 
ſhall loth themſelves for the evils which they have commit 
tedin all their abominations And of the ſame people he "it 
faith, afterwards, * that, upon their returne home, They * cap. 21.18 lt 
ſtulltake away all the deteftable things , and all the abomina- 7 
tions thereof from thence; And 1 will give them one heart, 
and pat a new ſpirit within them , I will take away the ſtony 
heart ont of their fleſh, and give them an heart of fleſh, that 
they they may walke in my Statates, and keep mine ordinan- 
ces; and ave them : and they ſhall be my people, and 1 will be 
their God. Sothat here is a full Covenant ſtriken, and 
that upon this ground : viz. the Conſideration of thoſe - 

at finnes they formerly committed , whereby they 
Fad broken their firſt Covenant and departed from 
their God. 
Sofarre the Reaſons, and Grounds of the point; I ſhall 
now as breifly asI can, endeayour to bring home , and 
ſet onall by ſome Application, which fhall reduce to 
3. heads, namcly to matter of Reproofe, Information and . 
Exhortation. For,it, When God vouchſafeth any deliverance Application - \; 
to his people,e ſpecially from Babylon, it be moſt ſeaſonable and Tixeclold ul 
neceſſary ts cloſe wit him, by a more ſolemne, firme, and in- 8 
violable Covenant, tobe onely his forever : Then, Wt. | 
r. How may this reprove,and condemne of great in- ht wg Ke. FO. 
gratitude and folly, many ſorts of men among us, that” *** wi 


are farre from making any ſachufe of the —— 
= WIICH .; 
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Of foure 
ſorts of men, 
VIZ. 


1, Of ſuch as 


venant need- 
full in trou- 
ble, burtnot 

afrer deliver- 
| ance. 

Hoſea 5.15. 


> Y/e. . which God hath wronght-forthem. O beloved ! Should 


' time would-faile me, . But alas 1\Whatwſe have we made 


[think a Co-afteran evill is over. When Gods handis heavy upon 


40  ThefirftiSarwmdn;\at3be late Faſt 


'T but give youa Catalggue of the many, great, ſtupen. 
\dions, and even miraculous deliycrances which God 
hath:given us; the perfggalldeliverances he hath often 
given toeach of us apart; the publique, eminent, plori. 
ous deliverances he hath. given tous together with the 
whole State; thar, in 88vand that of x60y. .I meane from 
the horrid helliſh G«u-pawdtrrTreaſon ;, bur eſpecially, 
andaboveall the reſt, qur happy deliverance out of Z;- 
bylon by the bleſſed Reformation of Religion begun a- 
mongtt us, ſome good'number-of yeercs by palt , the 


af.chem ?. Hath this «ſe ever been ſo much as thought 
of by,us 2. Nay verily. For, 
1. Somethinke it bootleſle, thus to cloſe in with God, 


them, ſenſe of ſmart compels them to thinke irthena | 
fit ſeaſon rodoſomewhat, to conteſle their fins; ro hum- 
ble themſelves, agd to ſeek God. 13 their affiiition they 
will ſeek me early , ſaith the Lord. Bur fo ſoone as he 
takes his hand off from them, they caſt all care away, as 
if now ( according to that homely proverb ) the devil | 
were dead, and no further uſe of any teare, or diligence | 
wereto be once thought upon, till ( with Pharaoh ) they | 
come undera worſe plague than before; and, asif God | 
had delivered themto no otherend, but to liveas they | 
lift, tocafſt moredung into his face, andto diſhonour | 
and provoke him yet morethanever before. | 
I appeale to the conſciences of many whoheareme | 
this day, and require them from the Lord, towitneflc 
truly , whether ir be not even thus with them. 1f the | 
plague knockat their doore , if death get in atthe win- 
dow, and begin to ſhake chem by the hand; thereis then 


ſome 
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ſome apprehenſion of wrath and judgement, ſome hum-x. /#, i: 
bling,ſome hankering afcer God. Then, Oh what would zeproafe. FW 


od not theſe men do,what would not they promiſe, on cen- Loh 

cn 8 jJitionto be delivered from their preſent anguiſh, and 

Ie feares! Butonce deliverthem, and God ſhall heare no 

he moreof them, till they be inthe ſame, or worſe caſe a- 

a gain. They turne Covenanters ? Nay, leavethat to the 

ly, Puritans, Fortheir patts, they think more of a Covenant F 
Wn with death and hell : tor, God u not in all their thoughts. 
wy - Hadthere been , upon the diſcovery of the Powder- 

he Treaſon, (which this Honourable Aﬀembly hath cauſe 

de above all others to preſerve eternally infreſh remeni- 


ht brance, and to think more ſeriouſly what God looks for 
at all your hands upon ſuch a deliverance) -h:d there 
been, I ſay, no poſſibilitie of eſcaping thatBlow, what' 
would not men have then done ! Oh whatprayers, what 
faſting , what humiliation ſhould we have ſeene! Bur, 
when the ſnare was once broken, what followed > A Cq- 
vena with God ?. Nothing lefle ; for, ſoſoone as ever 
the danger, the feare, theamazement at ſuch an helfiſh 
project, and the neere approach tothe execution of it, 
wasa little over ; the Traitors themſelves fell not dee... 
per into the pit of deftruction which themſelves had 
digged,- than .generally all forts of men did- into the 
uw. e of their old fins, as if they owed' more to Hell, 
than to Heaven, for ſogreata deliverance, And, is it "Co. 
better now? Where is the Covenant ( fucha Covenant) ... . ..., 
with God, that ſowonderfull ateliverancedeſerveth; -: -» : 4} 
7 and requireths: 1c pn boo fn nd onatoiogle 2 
p Theſe men may pleaſe themſelves , andifeed ſweetly 
CCS no harme inal[this;but © * * IB 
the Apoftle brings them ina fad reckoning, after aſharp . |... 
chiding for'it\, "Zo, '2; 4, 5- What? faith he; Delpiſef - 
; Rokd G thou 


Fo 4z Thefirfp Sermon; dithe late Faſt 

Fe  . thes the riches of his goodnt(ſe and forbearance,and long [uf.. 

| q. : fering, not knowing that the gooaneſſe of God leadeth guſt 

” * reperjance? Theendofall Gods geodueſſe in forbearing, 
acne: and giving thee proſperitie; and of his loxz 
ſaffering, in ſparing thee when thou haſt abuſed profpe- 
ritie;andof allhis mercy,in delivering thee out of ad- 
verſitie ; is; to lead theeto repentance, todraw thee neerer 
to Himſelf, even in an everlaſting Covenant, Andif it 
have not this effect on thee, the Apoſtle hathfaid it, 
andthe God of Heaven will make it good, that thou de- 
ſpiſeſt theriches of his goodneſſe, &c. Thou trampleſt all 
mercies under thine impure feet, when they donotraiſe 
and ſcrue thee up ſo neere to thy God, as to cnter a ſo. 
lemne Covenant with them. And, what then > Thou 
wilt not ſtay there , but fallinto more ſfinne , andunder 
greater judgement ; aud, efter thy hardneſſe and impeni- 
rent heart, treaſurcſt up unto thy ſelfe wrath (that is, more 
and more wrath ) againſt the day of wrath axd revelation 
of the righteous judgement of God, This is the end of all 
who m3ke not the Geodxeſſe of God, a prevailing mo- 
tive thus to joyne themſelves tothe Lord ;, they fall into 
moe, and greater finnes,and abominations ; and ſo adde 
daily to that great heape, and to thoſe Sea's of divine 
wrath that hang over their heads, to overwhelmeand 
confound them for ever. entre | 


r 


-. 4. Others, if, after ſome time of lyin under the 

> means Wight of may preflures of the Churchand State, they 
F deliver- Arriveat ſome $and oppartunities of 'cafing them- 
mee thinkit ſelyesof thoſe burdens , andof freeing the of the 
7 our of the FXEnK Inftruments of all their evils , they conceit 
way the in- ftrongſy;that,if this be done, all is done. If but ſome of 
* the N;wroads who haveinvaded their Laws , and Liber- 


lf. 2 
Mf ſuch as 


'T 


ties,bepulled down, (Which is an a& of Juſtice )how do 


matters !- Now ('think they ) there willbe an end of all 


ſhall run down like waters, and righteouſneſſe like a mig htie 
reame, | 
£ Oh Brethren ! deceive not your ſelves, If this be alt 
youlookat; if, upon opening this doore of hope, this be 
all youayme at, to make uſe of the time to ſecure your 
ſelves againſt oppreflors, and never thinke of cloſing 
with God; or, but thinke of it; you may perhaps goe 
farrein purſuit of your owne defignes, in providing a- 
gainft theeyils you ſigh under; and, this R—— 
do great things this way : But let me tell you from God} 
that this will never do the deed, till the Covezant we 
have been all this while ſpeaking of, be reſolved on, and 
ſolemnly .entred into by all thoſe that expe any ble 
ſing from that High Afembly. Nor this, norall the 
Parliaments in the world ſhall ever be able to make us 
happy in ſuch adegree at leaftas weexpeR,till the Lord 
hatheven glewed, and marryed usalluntohimſelf bymu+ 
tuall Covenant. Lt 
It is not only the making of good Lawes toremove 
our preſent grievances ; no, nor the cutting down ofall 
theevilInſtruments.inour StateorChurch at one blow.” 
thatcan ſecure us againſt thelike ; yea, worſe evils for® 
the future, but rather,as one wave follows another, ſo: 
one miſchicfe will ſill tread on the heeles of another, 
and greater plagues will ever crowd inafter the former, 
till we cloſe with God by ſuchaſolemne Covenant. -+ 
The people of Paleftine,or Philiſtia,naade themſelves 
maryellous merry,whenanyof the Goyernours or Kings 
of 1ſrael,or Iudah ( ſuch as Sampſon, David, V 22h, ow ) 
G2 that 


+ \ 


Of thi Commons Houſe of Parliament. zz WW 
the Meny ( who donothing towardsany Reformation of ;, Fe, W8- 
themſelves) rejoyce , and promife to themſelves great x 


epreofe. (ol 


QUr miſeries, and we ſhall ſee golden dayes J Indgement AMS 5.3 44 | 


ne ls 7-P? : 
vi Wi 1 
M24 in £ 
<5F4 
i288 
i 
o 


FF 8 I 4. 28, 


© 2. King 
.» 8, 


| The firſt Sermons a the late Faſt © 
that had ſorely yoked and hampered them, were remo- 


ved by death, and others come inthe roome that could 
do but little againft them. When ſuch an one as 4haz 


whonever wonnebattaile of them, but ſtill went by the 


worſe, ſwayed the Scepter ; oh how _—_ were the 
Philiſtines1 But marke what a damp God caſt inamong 
them in the midft of all their mirth;. Rejoyce not thou 
whole Paleſtina, becauſethe rod of him that ſmute thee is bro= 
ken ; ( that /2z44h, and other Potent and ſuccefſefull 
Kings arc taken away, and weake unhappy 4haz come in 
the roome ) for out of the Serpents root ſhall come forth « 
Cockatrisce, and his fruit ſhall be a fiery flying ſerpent, Ahaz 
ſhall leavean Hezekiah behind him, that ſhal pay all his 
Fathers debts upon the Ph1l:ſtines, and plague them yet 
more thanall that went before him. 

And have not we ſcenthis verified alſo neerer home? 
Have not ſome, in former times, becn taken away, who 
have been:great Oppreflors, and Inftruments of many 
ſore preſſares > And, how have men rejoyced at their 
falls > Nor knowI, why they ſhould nor, if Juftice ina 
juſt way have cut them off. Butalas! what Goed,in the 
iffue, hath followed, orcan be yet hoped for ſo longas 
men continue Phil:ſtines, enemies to God & his Church, 
Anti-Covenanters(even with Hef)rather than true Cove- 
nanterswith God 2 Whetheris our Condition any what 
better now than heretofore, when thoſe Leviathans were 
alive,and in their height ? I appeale to yourſelves, And 
the reaſon of all is this, that men miſtake the meanes of 
Cure,orat leaſt all ſhort of it. The cutting off of evill 
Doers (how neceſlary ſoeverit be) is not all, nor the 
maine requiſite to make a people happy ; unleſle alſo 
therebea thorough joyning of themſelves toGod by 
Covenant. | 

—_—- | 7 


'. Of tho Common Houſe of *Pavliamient. og | 
If you therefore that be now convened in Parliament, x; Yſe. WE - 
hould (it ſo long as you defire, even theſe 7 yeares, (if Reproofe. by A 
our buſinefſe ſhould require it ) andthink, you would 1 
make ſuch Examples of men that have violated the. mg 
Lawes, and invaded your Liberties; and envadt ſomany 
wholeſome Lawes to prevent the like preſumprions for 
the furure, as ſhould pur us into a new world, cauſing 
men to admire the happy ftate and frame of Govern- 
ment which you would ſetup : yet all this would never 
produce the expected effe&,but prove as a meer dreame 
ofan hangry man, who in his dreeme eateth aboundantly, .. 
bat when þ awakes, is empty ; unlefle you alſo, not onely 
reſolve upon, but execute this maine duty of entring | 
Covenant with your God. ht 
Againe, thirdly, others can roare like beares, and mourn dat war ang 
ſore like deves, when they find cthemſely es difappointed traordinat 


of their hopes: when Parliaments have-been broken up Faſing and BY 
Prayer ulnd- 7. 


X= 084 | 
betet Mi 


in diſcontent, when they have looked for Indgment,and there ,P*;1 La 


# none, for ſalvation, but it hath bin farre from them : then, a Covenane. '\* 


they have howledlike dragons, not onelyfor afflitions, = 59.11. 'F | 


4 


bur perhaps for finnes alſo; eſpeciallyifdeliverance up- | " 
on deliverance hath been ſoatcht from them, even when i 
it hath feemed ſo neer that they had begun to take pol. vo 


4.4 


« 


J 


ſeſſion of it: yet, ( filly men that they are !:) their evills 
haunt them fill, and prevaile more-and more, after all 
their faftings, humblings, and ſtrong cryes to God their 
Redeemer. For alas | what will all this doe without a 
Covenant , without taking hold of God, and joynn 

themſelves to him tobe his-for'ever ? you may ſee ſac | 
aState of the Churchas this deſcribed by 1/4i4h: & good da 

wercit for us to take warning by it : We all dee fade as a ©0178 
leafe, and our iniquities like the wind have taken 16 away. 'F 


Aad why allthis? Thenext words will tell you ; there & 
, G 3 none 
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zante that calleth upon thy yame, that ftirreth up himſelfe ty 


ebroofe. - 2ake hold of thee, lay they tothe Lord who had bid hi face 


'* {rain them, and conſumed them far, their ſinnes. Not that 
they ,gid not at all call. upon God, ' but ; becauſe they 
Ui not ſo call upon him as to. ſtirre up themſelves r0 
take hold sf himby Covenant, therefore is it accounted 
no betterthana not calling upon him at all, Thus men 
laſe not. onelytheiroppportunitiesof deliverances offe. 
red, buttheir dutiesalſoby which they defireto further 


4: Of fuch as It againit another time, 


. . Some, itmay be, goe yetfurther. Vpon the hea- 


n e Nec ITS, ty - . 
m—_ og offuch a duty ( lo, much prefſed and inculcated ) 


y ofa *Cove- Il 


they begin to be a ligxle ſtirred; they are convincedthat 
It is 15 indeed true, ſuch a Covenantisfit to be made: but 
here.(like Ephraim an unwiſe ſonne ) they ſtand ſtill at the 
" breaking. forth-of the: Children of the. Coyenant. They 
faine would, butloththey be ro go thorough with the 
bargaine. They begin to come on, and then fall back a- 
gaine,. Theyareſo longa cheapning, treating, comple- 

menting,diſputing bow ſafe it may be for them, how 
well it may ftand wightheir profits, projects, ends, inte- 
reſts, relations; thatthey coole againe, 8& never come up, 
toafullreſolution. Oh, fayes one, this is a good courſe, 
and fit ro be taken : þut, my.engagements, callings, Al. 
liance;-company, {eryice will.got conſiſt with it. Ano- 
ther {wcares, be conldfind jn his heart to make triall of 
it, but that he ſhould be jeered, ſcorned, and perhaps 
loſe his place, or hopes, for it: another, he is forit, but 
at preſent hecannot enteruponit. Thus one thing or 0- 
ther fill keepes this duty without doores , and holds 
moſt men off from the worke for ever. | 
But beloved, take heed of this dallying. What ever 


youthink, itis.moibetter thana drpgriine av47 fw the 
IT ; ; vin 


qa - © 
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of the Comnions Houſe of "Pirliamint. i 


20d commodity ofthe duty, youwill yer, while is is cal> 
ld to dey, adventure fo farre to harden your hearts, as not 
toſer _ the work inftantly, and to go thorough with 
it, He . Zo | ; 


'Woe uncoall ſuch dodging Chriftians; they ſhall find 


totheir coſt that God will write them Lo-4amm#/,Hoſ. x. 
9, and pronounce ofthem , They are not my people, and 1 
«m x08 their God. 

If any think, what adoe is here ? what 'meanes this 
manto beſo earneft ? would he have us all cuorne 'Cove- 
panters ? yes, with God. Why, whatifI doe not? Then 
neverlooke for good from him, how faire ſoever thy 
hopes be. ©* No? ſayes another; Ile try that, ſure. I have 
** ſecne many a good day in my time , and hope to 
*ſee more, though I never ſwatlow this doctrine : 
therefore he reſolves to goe hence, as he came hither ; 
2 be lived yefterday, ſo he willto morrow, though this 
day he doe as his neighboursdoe,; keeping ſome order, 


( muchagainft the'will of his baſe lufts that ring him but 


an harſhpeale in his eare for thislittle abſtinence ) yet to 
morrow he will be for his ſwearing, drinking, whoring, 
= exceſle, andriot, as muchas ever; and yet, by grace 
of God hee hopes to prove all theſe words to be but 
wind, and todoe as well as the beſt of thenrall when he 


comesto die. 
- But woe worth the day that ever ſuch a man was born 


that whenhe heares God calling him with ſo much im+ 


rtuDity toffand eventhis very day before the Lord, to ex+ 
ns Covenant withthe Lord his God, andinto his Oath , 
ſhall ſo harden hisneck, and harbour ſuch & rooze of gat 
«nd worme moid within bis heart, as: when-he heares _ 
e} * woras 


lving God, that ſprings from an evill heart of unbeleife yy, Wit, Ry E 
wheb, being fully; convinced of the weight, _—_ "Ep Je. + 


- W: 1 
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48 — Thefoſt Sermon, tithe late Faſt 
E fe, of the Curſe upon allthoſe that will not enterinto Coye. 
'&. . nant: or; yg Army itſhall-nort keep! it, he ſhall bleſſe 


himſcelfe in his. heart ſaying , I ſhall have peace, though 1 
walke inthe imagination of mine heart, and adde drunkennes 
:8 thirſt : See, and tremble at what God: hath reſolved 
to doe with that man, Dew. 29. 20, 21. The Lord will nat 
ſpare him, but the anger of the Lord , and his jealouſy ſhall 
[moake againſt that man; and all the Curſes that are written 
in ( Gods.) Booke ſhall ly upon him, and the 'Lord ſhall blot 

out his name from under Heaven, Here is nothing but fur 
owred out, .uponſucha wretch ;notablefiing ſhall de- 
cend upon him, not acurſe'ſhall eſcape and go by him ; 
not onely himſelfe, and poſterity, bur his very name (fo 
farre as it is an honour ) ſhall all be caſt out of the world, 

asqutofthe miditofa ſling. . - : ©. | 7 

"If heplbafe himſelfe: with this, «©: Yet I ſhall live as 
* long as ſome others, if they have any happineſſe, I 
© reſolveto ſhare with them; he will find that God will 
not leave hin ſo, but the Lord will ſeparate him anto evill 
owt of all the the Tribes of tſzael,10as, though all others 
be ſafe; yet; asa ſtrouckenDeere is unhearded from all 
the reſt, and: followed by the dogs till he be pull'd 
downeand kill'd ; ſoſhallit be with this.man, according 
#0 all the curfes of the the Covenant, that are written in the 
Bookeof the Law. Although the whole Kingdome be 
fafe, andall others in it be in peace, yet he and his houſe 
ſhall periſh , the line of Confuſion ſhall be ftretched out 
over him, helland:damnation ſhall be hisportion , how 
high ſoever he now beares his head; and how: much ſo e- 
ver he ſuffer his heart to ſwell againſt the truth , _—_ 
ing all thathe likes not; tobenothing but a ſpice of 1n- 
diſcretion, yea of faſtion, and ( it may be ) of Scedition ; 
when yetnotbingis offered, but what is (I truſt ) preg- 
nantly 
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ch jv the.Church and-Common-wealth:/Why-Godiyy wane: UN 


hath-notyergiven usfo fulla deliverance frain Babylon ; tie and full he 
vby thert have lieenfo many ebbings:and: dowings infoirefe foul 


matters of Religion; yea;'more ebbihgs than: owings;xo fowly, 


Why,generall grievances.twell to ſuch an height, and; 
thatall the opportunities of cure have vaniſhed, ſoſoons. 
85 appeared. ;:; how it; comes:te, pafleythat: albes Gad| 
hath. mover the beart of the; King to call.Patliament 
after Parliamept; yetby and by, oneſpirit of divifion or 
another, ſometimes from one quarter, ſometimes 


from! angcher; {like theevid prin which God ſent be- 


yen dAbiatlech; end whe merof S heehem,rotheraine of 744: 9239) 1h if 
both)(tillcomes between, blaſtethallour hopes, lea- 244 (3nS 


ving usin. worſe caſe thanwe wereia before & whence 
itis fin regal ofigur ſelyes ) that in ſtead of ſerting up 
the Kingdome and Ordinances of Chrift in more pyri-: 
ty, thete is ſuch a,contiasy mixmre; andſuche,corruypt- 
ing ofall thipgs, in DoRrune, inyorſhip, ineyery thing; 
dArminianj[ne; Socinianiſme ——_— Idolatry breaking 
inapainegverall theKingdame bike afloud., c ., 
- What iggChicte cauſe of all uhis > Haye we not groy- 
ed> have we notf«/ted? Have we nothad, more! Fafts at 
Par liayzents of late, than in, many yeares:before.? Yea, 
bath, mae there: been, generally among: Gods. people,: 
more: frequent; mumiliations, amore 41equent 1Egking: 
of Gog, gotwith{tandingishe.malice and-ragecotſome: 
men to diſcountenance and ſypprefiejt, chan in.. tormer, 
times 2 W hy.then is Poliverancss aud Reformation 10 
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zo. .'Thefirfb Scrman, & the late Faſt 
 - ._ Surely, Beloved, wehaveall this while miftaken the 
£5 maine buſinefſe;, and neglecd rheprincipall partof a 
0. Religio 3 Fg." Youcome, Faſt after Faft, tofeek God 
inhjs Houſe; You forbeare your viftuls , afflict your | 
ſoules,;cndure it out along time; you pray, heare, con- | 
fcfle your fins; and-freely acknowledge thar all is juft 
that God:hartr broyght uponus, and that we ſuffer lefle 
than wedeſerve. Allthis is well.Buthereis the error,and 
the true Cauſe of the continuance of all ourevils,and of 
their growing greater, namely , that all this while we 


v . 


have never, in any Feft, or at any other time,entred into 

ſuch aſolemne and publique Covenant with God, as his 
people of old baveoften done upon like occaſions and 
EX1gelits.. 

That I may yet my bring home this to 
all our hearts, give me leave bricfly to parallel the ſlow 
pace of our deliverance out of «Myſtical Babylon with 
that of /nd4h, and ſome of the remnant of Iſrael out of 
old Bebylon, which fora long time had held them Cap- 
tives, . : on laces 
And here firft, be pleaſed to call cominde, that, as 

touching the Captive /ewes, God failed not (on his part) 
of his promiſe. At the end of 70 yeeres, libertie of re- 
turne from Bebylow to Hierufalens was proclaimed, in the 
firft yeers of Cyyw the Perfian Monarch : whereupon, 
many did returne, under the conduct of Zorobbabel. Bce- 
ing come home to Hierufalem, we may not conceive 
that they were not ac all couched with ſenſe of their de- 
liverance, or of the finnes which had formerly provoked 
the Lord to-caft them into that great bondageourt of 
which they were delivered. 
Well, onthey go; firſt, tooffer ſacrifices in the right 
34. place, Although the foundation of the Temple of the Lord 


i | 


ofthe Commons Houſe of Partianiant. We... 


In 


the Wl ow xe yertaid. In the ſecond ytere of thiir, torming Zareb- 2." Fe - 
f a Wi 6c began to ſes farward the work of the bruſagf the Lord, inforane-" 
og and the foundation was laid. | Butche adYivrfaricraf In- Fiow, 11 
Our 44h (the Great Officers'of the-Kingdome under the 7-8 © iT 


IN” 9 King of Perfoe ehending, ar rather pretending,the ,,. .. 
uſt nc ing to be matter of prejudiceand ce T 
fe = er tothat Monarchy, they procure a ftay of it, upon - GT 
od _— ofState; ſo as it was wellnigh an hundred yeers _,. FF 
of ere they got hibertie to go on again, and it was above an | n: F 
"= 100 yeeres before the Temple could be finiſhed. For,as Cheb 
"mn many exaQt Chronologers obſerve,the Templewasnot.. . _. - 8 
"_ perfected ip the reigne of Datixs: Hyftaſpix, as forme have + +; [h4} 


Id thought ; but in the fixth yeere. of Darin Nothiie, 'be» a 
tween whom and the former Dar:w , both Xerzes ( the , 14 

oO husband of Ether , and called in —_ Ahbaſhnerw) - ' * 

« and Artaxerxes Longimanmſuccehvely fwayed the Pey« o. 

h ſian Scepter. Inall which time, many things wereamifſe; ; MP's 

f Crueltie, Oppreflion, Adultery, Mixture with ſtrange 1 0h” 


wives, and other great deformations remained. 'Then We: 0 

comes E2r4, afterthe Temple was finiſhed, :and ſome- Well. i 

what he did, to ſet forward the work of Reformiation,in "RY 
the ſeventh yeere of Artaxerxes Myemon, ſucceſſor to zye x wa Ap 
Darius Nothus, And yer, there was much moretods, if [% 


Afcer him theretore, comes Nehemi«b,in the twentieth yy, Ml 


yecre of the ſame Artaxerxzes Mnemon; and,afterallthe. FF 
tormer endeavours, he findes the Churchill weltring \ « 
in her bloud, and even wallowing in herowne gore; 1 bo 
meane, in moſt of her old and long continued fins, {al- * 
though cured of [dolatry.). fothat ſtill there was' great * it 
com in doctrine, in-worſbip, and'in-manners.” 138 
Whereupon he now refolves, and fers upon a more . Ya 


thorough Reformation of all theſe , bur could never 
cfic& it, till beſide the proclaiming , and holding of a __ 
| | T7 HH 2 publique pi Wt 


$2 «hor ft Sim Furthe late Faſt 
L<FJC..- publique Faþ he andall thepeople lighted upon this 
| | any wa by; okencring ay Sabliquedtsd jelcaing 
on, xv CaognanwviththeoLord; y__ cal; ſdalcd,atidſwornrcun- 
- $46": 263 'as before yon haveheard:t and fo, fromthat time 
| _ forward,theworke profpered and the'Church WASPure 
E - ged of imany;abominations;wherewith tillthat timze ſhe 
wazidefiledis? 5 vi 0197 TE DRY Mi SBING 0379S! (fs 
Rs * ::Behold-here';: 2navia mobs ear dilectam condeve Gene 
»f 7+; fur 269, how great a work, howlong a buſineſſe toperfe@ a 
pence, Reformation'even of Gods deercftpeople. Theiricap- 
C be tivitievin.: Babylon Jafted-nochaltelolong time ,'-as was 
wpln & Speritattertheirreturnethence,eretheir Reformation 
Wanpum conldbebtonght toanyroterable perfection. 
* Zo And why ſo? Did they omitprayer,, and faſting, and 
feiu wn- ſeeking early after God >:ſurely.no. .For, in Zach, 8. 1g. 
im fu Go- reread bf foureſevetbiipubliqueFaſts, (* The {aſt of che 


7 © Sand forth meneth , the. faſt: rhe fifeh moneth:; the faſt of the 
— of ſeventh; and thefuft of the tenth\monerh) which they held, 
c0 4 [= ox, 


; ob ej BOL only by all.the time: of theo yeeres captivitic iti 
ws. 1:54; Babylokjout ;yeeresafrer theivreturn thence, Z 4c 
bauiem devi- 7, 31, and DerſogiButalhthislabourwas ingreatpartloſt; 
X26; forwant of he" ors toall _ - mapa ; _ 
wm po} prayer; namely , The joyning of themſelves ts the Lord in 
wi nn ores Cavenant wor.cote forgotten, | 
L CG -:Atd:-when: God «onte .dixeted Nehemiab to this 
imi,tempore coarle, ſee, howallthings beganto thriveand come on 
, roſe, 2 maine, - Now; not only the. Temple, but even the walls 
. Non, Of —_— _—_ buileup, nn iter _ i 
pod kz< yeeresafterithis Covenant wasdnittten ): which. before 
= acide. 1ay waſtmany ſcores of (yteres: ,-': .* ) | 
nt anno, . -- Letus nowreflectupan aur felves, and the State of 
«vers Religion ,,and-progrefſe of Reformation in.qurowne 
ralli, Chprch\thatwe.maymakeupthe:Barallel. i. -- -- 
' _  - -1:80me; beginnings of ogr deliverance from Babylor, . 


Of thi Commions Houſe of Paylianiew. 53, © 
this we received by King Hezry the:eighth, For, he threw e., ſe « þ WE. 
out the, Pope. His fonne King, Edward the fixth came af- Infarwe* WW. 


ne | 
un- ter,andcaft out, Popery, it the hody and bulke of it;' A tion. 1. # 
me reat work,and a large ſtep; forthe ſhorttime of his in- Fa. 
Ute jo reigne. And indeed , he had many excellent helps | 
he that way, (beſide the zeale of bis own pious heart) an 
F Excellent Archbiſhop , a Prudent and: vigilant Prote- 
TR Ror., befade' others; elſe he could never have done fo 
t a much. Notwithftanding,the potency and ſecret under- 
p- minings of thoſe mightie Factions then prevailing,hin- 
as dred the work not a little, ſo that it exceeded nor anin- 
Jn fant- Reformation ; yea',, through the immature death'of 
that 7oſiah , it ſoone prov'd abortive. | _ _ 
d The Princeſle that, cameafter , quickly turn'd the 
2. Tide, before it was-balt:high water; and he ſet all the 
7 Gates wide open againe both;far Pape , and Popery to 
12 re-enter with triumph, and ta drink drunk of the bloud 
q of our Anceſtors, till God diſcharged her, andreleaſed [ 
1 hispeopletrom her crueltie, ' _ 23115 x0 £ Þ 
: :;; $9. that when, Queene- £{/z4beth ( that glorious De» 3 
; tarah) mounted the, Throne, although her heart was up- AM 
right and loathed the Idolatry of the former Reigne, fs 
; yet found ſhe worke, enoughto reftore any thing ar all, ” ho 
and to make-any; beginnings of a Reformation. She 87! 
ſoone felt ; when ſhe wauld. bave throughly plucke up ut 
Popery-both root and branch, (ſuperfluous Ceremo- WW 
' Dies, and all remaining raggs of ſuperſtition, as wellas 3 
grofle Idolatry) thatbe had todo with'an '#ysre, .ha- "Md 
ving ſuch a ftrong partie of tout Popelings. to. grap- ye 
1 6 


'ple withathome , and fuch potent and datigerous abet- 
ters of them, to cope withallabroad.. I need not name 
/them, -I might adde.hereungo, 'ſome difficulties arifing 


from the itugreſts and engagements. of not a few'of 
H 3 choſe 


}- F 
4 
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thoſe though good, and holy men) that nnderyent 


.. yoluntary exile in-the hear of the Marian perfecution , 
| who, while they weregbroad,, had'a large ſhare inthe 


troubles at Franckford; (too eagerly,perhaps, purſuing the 
Engliſh Formes of Worſhip, and Diſcipline) and fo, when 
upon their returne, they were adyanced to places of 
Dignitie , and Government in this Church, they were 
the more apt andforward to maintaine and hold up that 
Cauſe wherein they had ſo farreappeared,and for which 
{ fome of them ) with more heat than Charitic had ſo 
openly declared themſelves, in forreive parts. Ando, 
whirbpone impediment, and what by another, we ſee 
it hath been along time ere our Reformation can be 
thoroughly poliſhedand perfected aswere to be wiſhed 
and defired ; for there is nothing ſoperfe&, here, but is 


_ Capableof moreperfe@ion. 


Nay , ſo farre are we become now from going for- 
ward with the work, notwithſtanding the pietie and care 
of our Princes fince the laſt Reftitution of Religion in 
this Kingdome, that (as it was in /oſiastime,though his 
own heart were for God, yet there was a pack of rotten 
men, both Prieſts and People, very great pretenders ro 
Devotion, butindeed mad upon Images, and Idols ) we 
begintofallquite backagain ; and, not only to coaſt a- 
new upon the brinks of Babylon, from whence we were 
happily delivered, bur even tolaupch outinto her deep. 
cſt Lakes of ſuperſtition and Idolatry,under pretence of 


fome extraordinary pietie of the times , and of ſome good 
work im hand, _ 


Wharisthe reaſon of all this, but that ( not ſo much 
-&s once) fiuce the firſt beginning of Reformation of 
Religion in this Iſland , we never ( for oughtI know ) 
entredimoſuch a ſolemn, publique,univerſall Covenant 
ro 
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tobe the Lords, as he requircth for thoſe be 


ready given us; but have fate looſe from God, and ſa 1»forme- 
have not joyned together as ane man, Zealouſly to pro: gigu, 


pugne his trueth and Ordinances, and to ftand by him 
Fad his Cauſe, as becomes the _—_ of God, inall juft 
and warrantable wayes , againk all oppoſers and gains. 
fayers, f 
No longas we pleaſe our ſelves in this libertie of out 
holding off from a Covenant with God, we may feed 
our ſelves with vaine hopes of redrefle of things amiſle, 
bur ſhall ſpeed no better thanthaſe libertines and backs 
{idersin Jer. x4. who lookt for great matters from God, 
but came ſhort ofall, and then ſeemed to wonder at the 
reaſon. For, thus they beſpeake him, ver. 8. 0 the + 

of Tſracl, the Saviour i n_ tine of trouble, why ſeoldeft 
thew be a5 4 franger in the Land, and as 4 wayſaring mas, 
that turneth aſide to tarry (onely) for a night ? Why [houldſt 


thou be #5 4 man aftenied, as 4 mighty man that cannet ſave? 


yet thou O Lord, art in the midſ of us, and we are 6alled by thy 
weme. See here how they are put toit. They acknow- 
ledge his Power,Goodnefle, Preſence, yet they are not 
faved. He ſeemes tobe like Sawpſon, with his Locks cut 
off as if he were not able toſave,or would not doit : and 
chis they wonderand ftand amazed at, asa thing incre- 
dible, and impoſlible. | 

But, God makes them afhort and ſharp anſwer, (which 
may allo ſerve my 10. Tha, ſaith the Lord, have 
they loved to w » they have not refrained their feet ; 


therefore the Lord doth net accept them, If God be as 6 
wayfaring man; ſometimes with a people, more often 
__ from them ; ſometimes blefling, ſometimes croſ- 
g them, andſuffering them to fall under heayypref- 
ſures, and never keeps an cven and ſctled Ration oE 
coutſe 


As 


34 .- contſe of proceeding with them, -itis-but that he hath 
4412  learntfrom thetnſelves ( as may fofpgake :) they will 
.»., : be theirown men; they will aoolergacie him fo ſtrigt+ 

ly ;' they will have ſomelibertic for their luſts, forthe 

world, tor the'devill; forany thing : and loe here isthe 

fruit of it ,, God will not be bound'to , nor walke,avith 

them; ke will not draw out that ſtrength, that gegd; 

nefle, thatcompaſſion which mightdebverthem from 
theevils they howle under, He willnetther heare them; 

not any body elſe forthem, not leremy himſelf, verſ.x1, 
not:Nouh, *D ariiel, and ib; Ezeck: 14. Nothing there; 
fore}btita more ſolemne and ftrict Covepant with God, 

will put us into'a'pofture and condition:capable of per- 

fect cedrefſe of our grievances, how faire fo ever either 

now,” or hereafter,'we may. ſeeme tobeforit. This is 


a 


thefecond uſe; * © -- 


% - 


' Thirdly, ſuffer, I beſeech you, a few words of E xhortati- 


3. Yſe, of | 
Exhorta- 91.” The returning Tewes(you ſec)call upon all their Na- 
tion. tron to:enter into Covenant. Give me leave then, to call 

npow:You'the Repreſentiagiue mw of this whole King- 


dotmewho ftand herebefore the Lordthisday to hum- 
ble yourfoules, and let mealſo/prevaile with yonall, to 
joyne your ſelves,eventhis day, tothe Lord 7n an everlaſ- 
7#& Covenant that fhallnot be forgotten; \Make this day';'a 
day indeed, aday of Covesanting with God, and God 
ſhall Covenant with you; and make it the beginning of 
more happines than eyer\you yet enjoyed. . 
: Beloved, miftake me'nor, my meaning extepds not 
tochgageyon in any CivifiCovenant 'and. Baud. for. de- 
fence 'of Faur 'Municipalt Lawes and Liberties. No 
dotibt/you will beable- to: find. meanes. enow ( by the 
bleflingof God)'toiſetle thoſe things; iha legall.wayi; 
Eſpecially if-you be carefutl to Covenant with Fer 
5 .ISYD a : ; UCc 
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Much leſſeis it my purpoſe to draw you into that late gz, y ſe W$** 
Eccleſiaſtical Oath and Covenant ( enjoyned by the late Zxhortas MW 
Cana) whichin my apprehenſion is little lefſe than a zjon, ©& 
Combination and Conſprracy againft both King and ©” Wh 
State, My buſinefle is, meerly to perſwade you into a 4. 
Religious Covenant with God, as himielfe hath preſcribed 
and commanded ; and, his people, in the beft times of 


Reformation, have readily admitted:namely,every man wy 
to ſtirre up himſelt &to lift np his Soule to take hold of _— FF" 
God, to be glued and united to him, ina!l faithfulneſſe, WI 
ſincerity, care, and diligence, tobe onely his for ever. "1 

This ifwe doe, we need not care much for other Co- i iN 


venants : God will provide for that, and make a league 
forus even with the veaſts of rhe field, and with the ſtones f 
of the ſtreet ; he will make our Exadtors peace, and our 0ffi- "als 02 
cersrighteonſneſſe, violence ſhall no more be heard in the 9 60, 27. 
Land, nor waſting, nor deſtruition within onr boxders, our ©" 44 
very walls ſhall be ſalvation, and our Gates praiſe, He will T4] 
bea God of Covenants, and take care for oureftates , ">, 
Lawes, liberties; lives, children and all that belong to br #7 
u5, when once thisis done. x ka 
Therfore I beſcech you, yea, I require you in thename Ly) % 
ofthe God of heaven, whoſe you are, whom you ſerve, MN 
before whom you ſtand, and from whom you expect - Fo! 
ſalvation inthe midit ofthe Earth; as well as in heaven, Ws. 
that you forthwith enter into this bond. Expect no afli- 9 jun; 
ſtance; noſucceſſe inany of your Conſultations, in any 4 
Lawes that you agree upon, till you have fully brought. i 15 
your hearts to this point, tofollow the Lord fully ; to.be _— 
no more for your ſelves than you would have the .dea- *' © "Mt 
reft wite of your boſome to be for any other manin the "© - 
world ; but, tobe wholly for the Lord, to imploy and Wi. .4 
improve all your wit , abilities, induftry, Connſells, | : 


| Y ſe. 
x Port a- 


| T7.10." 


G $9, 5. 
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The firſt Sermon, a the late Faſt 
ations, eſtate, honour, and lives to promote his ſervice 
and honour, what ever become of your ſelves and yours 
for doing ofit. Say notas ſome Jeerers ( of whom it is 
hard ro judge whether their malice or ignorance be the 
greater ) doe, that there needes no more Covenants 
than what we made in Baptiſine, and that all other Co- 
verants ſavour ſtrongly of f:Ction and the Puritan Lea- 
ven. For, ſo Gods people of old made a Covenant! by 
Circumciſion, andatter by Sacrifice, thatis, inevery ſar: 
fice which they offered, they did renew their Covenant 
begunin Circumciſion. Nevertheleſſe, God thought it 
neceflary often tocall them out to ſtrike another ſo. 
lema Covenant with him beſides the former, You have 
already heard that fo ſoone as the Iſraelites were gone 
out of Egypt, 8 entred alittle way inthe wildernefle, he 
put tem upon a Covenant. When he broughtthem neer 
to Caraan, he required another folemne Covenant of 
them. And when /oſh»a4 had broughtthem into Canaay, 
and divided toeach ofthem the lot of his inheritance, 
hedrew them intoanother ſolemne Covenant. loſh. 24. 
So that here was Covenant upon Covenant, and yet can 
no man ( without blaſphemy ) charge it with any Puri- 
tan humour, faction, orany thing ſuperfluous or un- 
comely for the Greateſt onearthto ſubmitunto, 
ThatI may a little more enforce this duty, and 
quicken you to the imbracing of it, give me leave to 
preſent you with ſome Morives farther to preſſe you to 
it, and with ſome few Dire&iensto guide youin it. 
-1. For, CHotrves. 
- Conſider. r. how many, great, admirable, and even 
miraculous deliverances God hath given us; What 
on things he hath done for us. No Nation under 


eavencaniſiy more to hispraiſe, in this kind , ag mw 
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and Opporcunitie of opening that Ancient, Regularand 
Approved Way of cure of thoſe publique evils thar 
threaten confuſion and deſfolation toall , pleades hard 
for the ſame dutie. But,among all theſe, I defire You of 
that Great and honourable Body of the Parliament , 

to reflect ſadly upon that Stupendious .Deliverance 
from the Gun-powader Treaſon, which more eſpecially and 

immediately was bent againft You. For,albeir the ruine 
of the whole Kingdome wasin their Eye who were the 
Curſed inftrumentsof Antichriſt, and of the Devill his 
Father, in that helliſh Defigne ; yet, no blow could have 
come at us, but through Yourfides. And, albeit fome 
of You that have the honourto be members of this pre- 
ſent Parliament, were then unborn; yet, had that Plot 
taken effect, ſcarceany of You had been this day in be- 
ing,to have fate there now, but had long ſince been co- 
veredand buryed underthe aſhes of confuſion. Thinke 
now, wherher ſuch a preſervation deſerve Icfleat Your 
hands, than to give Your ſelves to your Great Delive- 
rer, forſo Greata Deliverance, whereby three Nations 
deftinated :t once to Death, received no lefle than a 

joyfull reſurreQion from the Dead, and were again bor 

at once. 

Therefore , let not this Great mercy ſeeme ſmall in 
Youreyes. And, remember too , that you may have as 
much need of God another time : nay , you know not 
what need you may bave of him thispreſent Parliament. 
You cannot be ignorant of the many murmures and 
more than whiſperings of ſome deſperateand deviliſh 
| | | Li COncep- 


: 
x 
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q : 


4 
have cauſe todo. Our Great deliverances out of Baby 3, Yſe. Wþ- 
lon,from rhe Spaniſh Invaſion, from the Gan-powder Trea- Exhont a4 
ſen, and from many otherevils and feares, do all call up» tion. - © 
on youfor a Covenant. Yea, eventhe preſent Mercy Motives 


' 


Go Thefirſt Sermon, atthe late Faſt 
conception ſuſpe&ed to be now in the womb of the 
Jeſuiticall faction : And, how neerc it may be to the 
birth, or how prodigious it may prove being born,I take 
not upon me to divine : but this we are all ſure of , that 
whatever it be which they are big withall, it ſhall not 
want theleaſt graine of the utmoit extremitie of malice 
and miſchiefe that all the wit, power, and induſtry of 
Hellic ſelfcan contribute unto it;and,that they labour, 
25 2 woman in travaile, to be ſpeedily delivered of it. 
Whatdabgers, and what cauſe of teare there may be 
at the preſent, I leave to yous Wiſdome to conſider, 
But this be confident of, it Deliverances already recei- 
ved canprevaile with you fora Covenart,that Covenant 
will be your ſecuritie; for it will certainly engage all 
the powerand wiſdome of the Greatand only wiſe God 
of heavenand earth to be on yourkide forever. Sothar 
if God himſelf have power enough, wiſdome enough, 
and care enough, you cannot miſcarry ; »o weapon that is 
formed againſt you ſhall proſper, no plot, no gates of hell jh ll 
prevaile againſt you. And, it he have goodneſſe enoy gh, 
mercy enough , bowels enow1n him, he willthen alfo, 
raine down aboundance of trueth, righteouſneſle, ju. 
ſtice, peaceand plentieuponall Corners of the Land 
from & Ang and on whoſeerrand, You are now come 
together. Therefore it becomes you, aboveall others, 
to be firſt in a Covenart. 
There can - 2. Conſider that, till we do this, there cannot be ſuch 
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i Whatſoever experience we have of him nowin any 
oy deliveranc 
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deliverance beſtowed,it would be doubled, if, upon the z. Fe; 


F -.4 i 
bi 4 


deliverance received , we would thus be joynedto him. Exhborta- W- 


Nor is this a notion or conceit only, butarealltrueth. #9. 


oY 


For, marke what He faith to his people , Hoſ. 2. Motives.| , 


verſe. 19, 20. Iwill marry thee unto me for ever, 1 will be= 
troath thee unts me in righteouſneſſe , and in Indeement, 
and in loving kindneſſe, and in mercies , 1 will even marry 
thee unto me in faithfulneſſe , and thou ſhalt know the Lord. 
He that enters into Covenant with God, is betroathed, 
yeaeven married tohim: And how married? even to 
the partaking of all his goods, ofall he hath, yea of him- 
ſelf, and of all that he is. As the wife may ſay , 764i tu 


Cains,ego Caiaz and, as Labanſometimes,of lacobs wives, Gen.z1.49) \ ) pb 


children, and cattell, Theſe daughters are my daughters, 
and theſe children are my ehildren , andtheſe cattell are my 
cattell , and all that thou ſeeſt are mine : Soa manonce 
married tothe Lord by Covenant, may without arrogan- 
cy ſay, this rizhteouſneſſe is my righteouſneſſe, this judge= 
”entis my judgement,this /aving kindneſſe,theſe mercies, 
this faithfulneſſe which T ſeeinthee, and all that thou 
haft is mine, for my comfort, ſupply, ſupporr,direRion, 
ſalvation, and what not ? | 

And take notice of that phraſe , Thou ſhalt know the 
Lord, Did they not know him before? Yes, but never 
infucha manner, with ſuch a Xnowledze, at leaft in ſuch a 
meaſure, They ſhall now know him in ſuchneere, fami- 
liar, ſweet and ineffable expreſlions of his deereft,deep- 
eſt, choyceft conjugal love; as they never taſted, nor 
could raite of betore. 

We know how it is witha wite married toa loving 
husband. They loved one another before marriage,and 
many expreſhions of a ſpeciall love paſſed betweene 


them, but they never enjoyed one another fully till the 
I 3 mMarri- 


ins 
-y 


FF. Ge © The firft Sermon, a'the late Faſt 
3. 7/e. marriage was ſolemnized. Then, there is not only a 
Exhorta- more intimate manifeſtation of fervent, intire, loyall 
£107, chaſtelove; but a further enlarging and ftretchin g our 
BIOUVES. of mutuall affeftions to each other , than they could 
poilibly have beleeved they ſhould ever have reached 
unto, till nowexperience affure them of ic. And even 
thus it is between us and God. Is he Good in deliver. 
ances? have we taſted of his love already? Oh how 
great would his goodnefle be, how full of grace, mercy, 
boantie; and, how would he communicate even whole 
rivers of all theſe to that Soule that would once come 
up to him, and cloſe with hin in an everlaſting Cove- 
nant | All the wayes of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto 
ſuch a5 (make, and) keep Covenant with him, Pſal.25,10. 
3- Nobuck- 3, Confider that what ever worke God calls 
ungrothe  Youto, Yee will never buckle thoroughly toir, till you 
callsus unto, Bave entredinto Covenant with him, An apprentiſe boy 
wihoura when he goes toa Maſter upon tryall onely, his minde is 
mm nowon, thenoffagaine ; ſometimes he could like the 
trade , by and by his minde hangs after his Mother 
at home, or after ſome other courſe of life, and he ne- 
neverſets cloſe to his buſfinefle, till he be bound. 


Sts fi oh. elf Sed an. a... EN 


When once the Indentures be ſealed, and he enrolled, an 

he knowes there is now ne more time to deliberate, bur yc 

he muſt fall to his buſines, orelſe take what happens for yc 

his idlenefſeand negligence. Sois it witha wite; it ſhe DC 

- be butonelypromiſed, or betroathed toa man, ſhe may Yi 
come to his houſe, and caſtan eye up and downe ; but VE 

it is rather to obſerve, than to at : ſhe may perhaps caſt qu 
out a word now and then ſomewhat freely alſo ; but ſhe hi 


never ſets her ſelfe to guide the houſe, or todoe any kr 
thing topurpoſe, till ſhe be married: then, ſhe carech for WW wi 
the things of the world ; that is, with all poſhble I 
| ooking 
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thoughts, care, diligence run this way ; ſhe makes it joy. 


her bulineſſe that ſhe muſt Rick unto, and daily manage Motives.. 1 þ 


252 part ofrhe marriage Covenant. And thus alſoit will 1 cr.7, 34: 
be with you. You have much worke under your hands, 
and are likely to have more ; and TI hope you deſire to 
doe all in truth of heart, for God, and not for ends of 
your'owne : but let me tell you, this will never be done 
throughly till once you be marryed ro him by ſfolemne 
Covenant, Then, will you cave indeed for the things of the 
Lord, how you may pleaſe the Lord, inevery caule,in every 
Anſwer toany Petition, and in every Vote of any Bill, 
or ſentence. You would thenthink;, when you come to 
manage, debate, vote, any Queftion, ** Iamche Lords, 
* not mine owne, not my friends ; will this Idoe, ftand 
* with my Covenant ? will it pleaſe God ? will it be pro- 
*fitable for the State?is it agreeable to Juſtice and equi- 
*tie? Then, on with it, no man ſhall divert, or take me 
off. Burt, till then, one will entreate for his friend, ano- 
ther for his ; one will make you one way, another would 
draw you another way; and theyare both your friends , 
and you knowe not how to deny either : and thus are 
you ven torne inpeeces betweenethem, in ſo much as 
you ſometimes reſolve to be abſent, or to fit ſtill and fa 
nothing ; or, to gratific him that hath moſt power wit 
You, be the Caule what it will. But when once the Co- 
renant 1s ſealed, all this will be atan end ; You will 
quickly ftop your eares againſt all perſwaſions that may 
hinder Juſtice and Reformation ; and, when this is 
known , men will ſoone forbeare alſo to trouble You 


with ſuch ſolicitations, , 4+ Wicked 


men Cove. 


Againe fourthly, Wicked men ſtick not 4t 4 Cong popes 
| with Hell, 


committed to her, how ſhe may pleaſe her husband: all her Exbortas' ' | 


| 64 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt © 
4 Yſe. with death and hell it ſelf , ſo they may bur ſatisfie their 
Erborts. Luſts; though they know the end thereof will be dam- 
oy. - Dation. Oh then ſhall not we nuich more make a Cove- 
totives, 2ant withour God to do his will, which will be beneficiall 
G3. 28. and comfortable both here and hereafter, and procure a 
full torrent of his mercies, buuntie, grace,and eternall 
life, to flow in uponus ! 
The Devil 5. Conſider that the Devill himſelf will have a Cove- 
imſelfe will 24,7 from all his vaſſals that expe any extraordinary 
Jono & matters from him; elſe,he will notbe engaged to beat 
dis vaſlals their Command. There is not a Witch that hath the 
without 2 TYeyill at her beck, but ſhe muſt ſeale a Covenant to 
oven” him, ſometimes with her bloud, ſometimes by other 
rites and devices, and perhaps he muſt ſuck her too ( as 
in thoſe helliſh bargaines you know they uſe;) and then, 
heis for her , during the time agreed upon. And ſhall 


we think God will be ſo cheap, as tobe _—_ reverence 


be it ſpoken)at our Command, to help, direct, afſiſt,de- 
liver and fave us, who will not do ſo much for him as 
Witches and Sorcerers will do for the Devill ? 

In the 45 of 7/ay, ver. 11. there is a ftrong expreſſion 
this way ; Thws ſaith the Lord, the Holy one of 1ſracl, and 
his Maker, aske of mee things to come concerning my ſonnes, 
and concerning the work of my hands Command ye mee. It 
is notto be thought that God complementeth with his 
people, but isfree and heartie in the expreſſion of what 
they ſhall really find him. Bur marke , it concernes his 
Sonnes , thatis , thoſe that are truely in Covenant with 
him, This priviledge isfor noneelſc. So thatthe way to 
have Godat Command, ( with humilitie beituſed ) 15 to 
be his /oznes and daughters by Covezant. For,to whom it 
1s ſaid, 1 will be their God,and they ſhall be my people,tothem 
3s it ſpoken , 1 will be 4 father unto you , ayd ye jball h my 

onnes 
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ſonnes and daughters , ſaiththe Lord Almightie, 2 Cor. 6. 3. Vſt. F.- 
18. Andtothem he faith alſo, Command ye me. Exhort «fi 

6. Conſider thar it is the properand chiefe buſineſle toy. ', | 

of aFaſt , to enter into Covenant with. God. You ſee it Motive 

tobe the praCtiſe ofithe Church in Nehemiah's time. 4,,,% 

And where this hath been omitted, the Faſt hath been proper wort? 
loft. God neyer accounted any of thoſe foure annuall *f= Religiol? 
ſolemne. Faf?s before mentioned , that were ſolong in Nebers 9. 
uſe among the Jews,to be faſts wnio him; but calles them * 
faſts tothemſelves, Zach. 7. 5,6. Why, butbecauſe they 

looked no turtherin theirFaſts, but to «fflic? their ſoules 11,1 ;48, 
for a day, to bow downtheir heads as a bullruſh,: and toſpread Big" 
ſack-cloth end aſhes under them, and thereanend. But IS 
they loſtalltheir labour, getting nothing from God bur wt 
achiding, and contempt. | | $74. 

- Andin trueth,, when will we thus joyze our ſelvesto 1 

the Lord, if notat a Feſt? Then,are out hearts in more wo 
than ordinary tune for ſuch.awork, when we are brought #4 
toſet ourſinnes before-us, and humbly toconteſle, be. ah." 
waile and. renounce: them ; . when we have taken ſome Wt 


paines withbour Soules to ſoften, and meltthem before ; 
the Lord; eſpeciallyif then they be inany meaſure rai- fiſh 
ſed up towards Him with any apprehenſion of his love * he 
in the pardon of ſo many and great finnes, even when 3 I 
the Soule is moſt caft down for them. Then,I ſay ſtrike Wh, 


through the. Covenant, or itwill never be. If you let 
flip this opportunitie, you may perhaps never obtaine 
thelike while you live ; but either your ſelves may be 
cutoff, or your hearts ſhut up.indeſperate hardnefle, like: a7”) 

unto Phargah, whom every deliverance, and new experi-: 108 
enceof Gods favourin taking off new evils, hardened | 


* 


more,.and made worſe. - : | 
K ik 


fp. 
et 


- f : es. 


by began 


x ſecond 


F cligidp., 


> 7. Intbelaftplace (and letit not have the leaft force 
of perſwafion) remember. and conftder that this. day, 
even this -very: day ;-the19; of Neveinaber,  $2.yeeres 
ficthence:,” begao'a new refurreCtion of this Kingdome 


This very from the dead, our fecond happy Reformation of Reli. 


gion by the auſpitious entrance of ourlate Royal Beby. 


broiftion 744: worthy of ecernall remembrance and honour)ints 


ber blefſedand glorious Reigne; and that, from thence- 
forth Religion thrived, and proſpered under her Go- 
yernment. with admirable ſuccefle , againſt a whole 


- world of oppofitions from Popiſh fa@ors ar home and 


abroad : So as'the very Gates of hell were neverable to 
extinguiſh that Light, which God by her meanes bath, 
ſet upamongſtus. | p 
Conſider I beſeech you, that itis not without a ſpeci- 
all Providence that this yout meeting was caft upon this 
very day ( for, I prefume, little did youthink of the 17 
of November , whenyou firft fixed on this day for your 
Faft,) that, even from thence, one hammer might be 
borrowedrtodrivehome this nayle of Exhortation,thar 
the very memory voto blefſed a work begun on this very 
day , might throughly inflame you withdefire toenter 
into a Covenant; and fo, togo forward toperfett that 


| Dappy Reformation, which yct in many parts lyes unpo- 


and unperfect. | 
- Ohſuffer. not that doore of hope by Her ſet open this 
day, to be againſhut, for want 'of a Covenant, It you 
would indeed honour Her precious memory ; yea, ho- 


- nour God and yourſelves, and not only:continue the 


| rercnn-yr what ſhe (asa moſt glorious Conduitpipe) 
th tranſmitted tous, butperfect the work; ſet upon 
this duty of joyning your ſelves tothe Lord in-ancverlaſting 
SHE | Covenant 


, =» ' 
4a _ X=c» 
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Covenant that ſhall not-be. fargutien, And ſo have you the z," \pſeÞ> 
MA; 6ilj fi ot ED in nib ze enldoe 210 0321CHLD Fey 

2. Iſhallnowſhucup alliwith fonie few DureG#iovs ito tion, I 
help us init. And here, paſſing by what hath been al- «caww@ boi. 
ready ſpoken touching the preparatives to it, the Sub- Q jamvng - 
farce of it, and the properties requiredin it, iiſhallooly © © 
give you theſe ſtxe ſubſequent DrireF#tovs. 1. by 

- 1, Give a Bill of divorce to all your Luſts, or kill »n. WW: 
them out-right, This Covepant is a marriage-Cove- Give a BU] 
nant, and there is no marrying with God, ſo lopg as all youLulk' 
your former husband , your, bafe corruptions, your Ry! 'Þ 
ſwearing, riot, drunkennefle, uncleannefle, pride , op. 
preſſion, and what ever elſe your ſoules know to be 3, 
plague of your own hearts, remaine alive and undivorced. 


For the woman which hath an husband , s bound by the Law I 
10 her husband {0 long as he liveth: but,it he be ance dead, , 
ſhe ts free from that Law, Rom, 7. Therefore ſend theſe ; 
packing, inthe firſt place. A wiſe man willnever marry + 
8 et, nor with any woman, that hath another hus> a5; 
band : Nis wife that ſhall be only his own, none elſe ſhall F } f 
have intereſt in her. Much lefle then, will the Holy. : : 5" 
and Jealous God admit of any Spouſe that isweddedto oF 
apy luft , and ſocontinueth. , Say then, what wilt:thou Ay 
now. do? wiltthou ſtill keepthy darling luſt >: Haſt thou l : 
vf 


beenaſwearer, and ſo thou wilt be > a drunkard, anun+ | 
cleane perſon, an —_— a prophane. Z/as, and wilt 18M. 
beſo fill > Know, that God will none of thee, bur ab- q 
horresallſuch asthouart, . He will admit nonemto-Co» bb, 
venant but ſuch as touch net the ancleane thing ,but ſeparate = 
fromit, Tothem only itis, that he promiſeth, 1willbe * **- 5: - bl 
their.God, and they ſhall be my people. | . More fel. 
.2- More eſpecially purge out and calt away{as 4 Mey- ally cat ou" 
firniws cloth) all1dels and Idolarry im particular, All our prom ws 
K 2 Luſts Pſal. 54 4+ \ | ls.” 


| 


68 ©- The firſt Sermon, at the late FaſÞ 
Lufts are lothſome to his ſtomach, butnothing is ſo abo.. 
K2RF4- minableto his Soule, as /dolatry. This is that ſpiritual] 
PY .... whoredomewhich meritoriouſly diflolves the marria ge 
REANES, bond where it is alreadypknit, and lies as a barre in the 


. Fſe.. 


Chro,34-33- 


way toa Covenant with God , where yet it is not made, 
This wasit for whichthe Lord proceeded fo ſeverely, 
firſt againſt the ten Tribes, and then againſt therefidue, 
asyou allknow. For this, the Land ſpewed them our, 
-And where ever God promiſethto recallthem, he uſu- 
ally premiſeth this, ( which ſhould firſt be done) From al 
your Idols will I cleanſe you, Eztk. 36.25. Ephraim alſs (hall 
ſay, What have I to do any more with Idols ? Heoſ.14.8. and 
all ſhall caſt them away with deteſtation, ſaying, Gez thee 
hence, 1ſay. 30. 22. 
Every Idol is that great Image of lealouſy, which the 
Lord canby no meanes endare, and which will certain- 


| Ipbethe deftruction of King and People, where ever it 


is entertained, eſpecially if againe received in, after it 
hath been once ejected. A ad example whereof we have 
in lvdah, where, after Ioſrah had taken away all the abomi- 
wations out of all the countries that pertainedto Iſrael, and 
made all that were preſent in Iſrael to. ſerve the Lord onely, 
the Atof Reſumption of Idols and Idolatry by the ſuc- 
ceeding Kings ( although itis probable they did it one. 
ly ſecretly like thoſe in 2 Kin. 17.9. ) became the ruine 
of thoſe Kings, and Kingdomes. 

Beloved, let meſpeake freely, for I ſpeake for God, 
and forall your fafeties. You cannot be ignorant of the 
grofle Idolatry daily encreafing among us , and com- 
mitted not ( as adultery) in Corners onely, but in the 
open light; people going to, and coming from the 
Maſlein = multitudes, and that as ordinarily, open- 
ty, confi tlyas others go to and from opr Chipcbes, 
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of Maſſes'to exceed that of Sermons. 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 69 4 
AndI doubt not but ſome of you doe know the number 3.. Yſe.  & 
Ex horta- 
\Whoſe heart bleeds not over this prodigious:growth 110#. | 


| [ a 


of Popery and over _— of Popiſh Maſſes > Who Meanes. | 


knowes nat, thatin the Mafle is committed the moſt 
abominable Idolatry thatever the Sunne beheld in the 
Chriſtian world? Who remembers not with indignati- 
on and horror, how often that inſatiable Idol hath bath- 
edit ſelfe in the bloud of many of our Anceſtors. and 
Progenitors? And canany be o filly as to beleeve, that 
it will reft ſatisfied till it ſwim againe in our bloud alſo; 
unleſſe we will joyne with Idolaters, and ſo periſh iu 
Hell>For what ever ſome mentalke of the poſlibility of 
thefalvation of ſome perſons in that Church, (as they 
callic ) yetit isagreed on all hands, among us, that, 


for thoſe of our: owne Nation and once of our owne 


Church where the light hath ſo long ſhined in ſo much 
brightneſle, ſo as they have both received & profeſſed 
it zafthey ſhall:(- whether to gratific a Parent, a wife, 
husband,; friend, Mafter. &c. ) put out their owne eyes, 
arid returne backe to Babylon from whence they were 
once ſet free, their caſe is very deſperate and diſmall, 


and it had been better for them never to have knowne ,, py. .* * 


the way.of righteouſneſſe, then after they have knowne it to. 
turne from the holy Commandement once delivered unto. 


thew. Therefore I beſeech.you to. take care of theſe a- 
bove others. - 

| NorſpeakelT this, onely topreventa publique tole- 
ration, (which I hope , through the care, of our Pious 
King, and your diligence, oureyes ſhall neyer fee) but 


to put on Authority tothe utter rooting out of that a- z xi, 17, 5: 


bomioatiop, alchough: committed in ſecret, and with 
conmvence onely, - | 


K 3 If 
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..Ffe. - If then you will nav 
Exhorts- you will be thor 
778 


'Meancs. 


andever outHacing the glorious Goſpellproteſſed a- 
mongus; be fure; that, in ſtead of ableſſing upon your 
Contultationsand'proceedings, you will draw downe a 
Curſe that will cleave toyon,'and goe:home with you, 
and ſcatter like' poyſon over All parts and Corners of 
we Kingdome; tillall be conſumed and become a deſo- 
tion. | | 
- Yoh allTthinke;agreeupon the-neceſlity of a great 
Reformation. Where ſhould you begin then, but where 
Godeverbegins? Looke into the Stories of 4a, 1ehoſa- 
phat, Hezekiah, lofiah, and evenof Manaſſeh himſelf, (the 
groſſeft Idolater and moſt bloudy Tyrant . that ever 
reignedin 1#dah) when once God had throughly hum- 
bled him; and you ſhallever finde that they began their 
grand Reformation at 7dols, and 7dolatry committed 
with them. I ſpeake not this to backe or countenance 
any tumultuous orfeditious ſpirits that have lately been 
ftirred up to' doe things without Committon ; but to 
"8 You, whom God hath duely called to the worke, and 
2. Execute Indiſpenfibly requires it at your hands. 05:46 
rue Tudge= = 3, Execute true Indgement and Juſtice. Leofe' the. band 
ta, 5f;6, of wickeaneſſe, unde the heavy burdens, (et the oppreſſed goe 


ree, 


bale betweene' Two wpinioris ,/i 
| oughror33od; ind-follow him fully, 
downewithall 1avls arichdoturrythroughtheKingdotne 
ſo farreas the making ofthe Lawes' yet more ftrict and 
full forthatpurpole, may efetir; /Tillthen, you may, 
if you will, talke ofa Coveres:,and thinke toidoe: great 
matters : but thati GreatGod who's ſoljextous of his 
glory in that, above all other things, wilt-abhorre all 
Covenants withyou' Andif you, having now ſuch op. 
portunity and-power;' ſhall not:zthroughly cleanſe the 
Land of theſe ſpirituaNl:yhoredomes!10'boliily facing 
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jr1e,and break every yoke of the oppreffor. This is a maine 
rtof an acceptable. Faſt , and therefore muſt be per- 
[ated of all that will enter inco-Covetiant withGod: 
4nd this waspart/of: Gods'Anſwer to the Jewes enqui- 
ingot the-Prophet whether they ſhould continue their 
vlemne: Faſts? Z4ch.. 5. Therefore herein deale im- 
rartially andthroughly, for hereby the Thtoueit ſelte 
eftabliſhed-r!Itis-:true; adifferenceimult be pat be- 
tween thoſe'that are only led on in evill wayes by o- 
thers; and choſe: that are leaders of others: bur it be- 
comes notme topreſcribe toyou inthis caſe,your own 
vidome will teach you that, zOnly'& am tro pray you; 
that if you ſhall-fin any eſcapes to have been minds in 
the Ordinary Courts of } 
ment of Marder, and 140/4:ry, take notice of them, and 
there be ſure [to firike home, as Suze! did:where Saul 
himſelfe had been too indulgent. © There'ts nothing 
makes youſuch faire Images of God(in the relation you 
row ſtand ) as due execution of Juſtice and Judgement. 
Therefore, if you willindeedenterintoaCovenant,let 
thisbedobe;:*! 2h tos, gidron ow 9 
4- Do your beft to draw as many others as you can 
the ſame way. Parents and Maſters are'bound to take 
carethattheir:children and families do feare; and ferve 
God, as well as themſelves. And You'who-now-ap- 
peare before himits behatfofthe kiogdome, as you muſt 
enter into-a Covenant for them as well as tor -your 
elves, fomuſt you do your urmett that they alſotor 
themfelves nay; paſſe nider the ſane Covenant , with- 
you, Phe repreſentative Body of Hriel.that ftoodbe»: 
fore the Lordto make a Covenant, #ti'Devt. 29.15.made. 
itnot only-forthemſelyes- and ſuch aswere preſent, but 
forall rhurgwece abſen; alfo, And lofi whenthe entered 
VS 1 he To 1nto- 
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uſtice, in the condigne puniſh. 
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22 Thefirft Sermon; at thelate Fas © 
intoa Covenant himſelf; he not only cauſed a4 hat were 
preſent of Indah at the houſe of the Lord, to ſtandtoir, 

2 Chron. 34.32:But he'made all Iſrael to ſerve,even ts ſerve 
the Lord their God, verf, 33; that is}toſtrike a Covenant 
with him. Therefore-take care that all others, when 
you returne home , may make a Covenant before the 
Lord to walk after himinall his Commandements: that 
God may beſetup more and:more;and the. hearts of all 
men may be lifted upin the wayes of the Lord totake 
hold of his Covenant alſo. 1f you do not this, yon do 
nothing: for more is required at your hands, than of 

riyate perſons , who yet are bound to call upon others 
as the men in my Text) ſaying; Come and let us joyne our 
ſelves unto the Lord in an 58% r Covenant. 

. .S- Wauldyou havethis to be done, namely, that all 
fhould-appeare before God in Zion, for this purpoſe? Then 
ſet up Way-markes to diretther thither. Take ſpeciall 
carethat che Ordinances of God be ſet up, and held up, 
1n morepuritie, and plentie. Down at once with all in- 
ventionsand fancies of: men, which corrupt and adulte- 
rate the pure worſhip of God. Let none but He be wor- 
ſhipped, and let no worſhip be thruſt upon him which 


-himſclfe hath 'nat preſcribed. Herein eſpecially ( yer 


ſill within-yqur bounds) be zealous, and quit your 
ſelyeslike men; 7 | 

_Aboyeall; take bettet order for the more frequent, 
and betterperformance, and due countenancing of that 
now. vilified ( but highly neceſſary) Ordinance of Prea- 
ching, which, albeit.it.be Gods: 0wn arme and power 
unto'falyation,! is yet broyght into ſo deep contempt 
{ and by none more than by. thoſe who ſhould labour 
moſt to hold-up the honour of it) that it is made a mat- 


.ter of ſcorne', 'and become rhe: odious Characterof a 


Puritan, 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parlianiem. 533 Þ 
Puritan, tO be an afſiduous Preacher, Yea, ſo farre have 3. Pſi - 


i were 
ltoir, ſome men run mad this way, thatit is held a crime de. Exhortas®:! 
ſerve WM ſerving Cenſure in the higheſt Eccleſiafticall Court tiow. *® 
enant inthis Kingdome , totell but a few Clergy men out of Meanes,# 
when a Pulpit, thatit is an efſentiall part of the Office of a * But <b ini 
e the Biſhop, to Preach *, Some of you know that I belye Themes % 
: that them not. part of the + 
of all Andis it not then high time to vindicate the honour RN gal Y 
) take of Preaching fromthoſe virulent and ſcurrilous ton gues recon "jt 
>n do and pens, that have of late daies (more then ever) blaf. Þ*oking of 7; 
an of phem'd this Ordinance; and, totake morepitie of the ohe Pun oY 
thers many darke and barren parts of this Kingdome, where tive times, F l 
ve our many ſcarce have aSermonin ſeyen yeeres; nay ſome; vc bi 
{ as divers-of worth do credibly report) not 1n their Preaching A: 
whole lives? Hath ner God himſelfe faid plainly, #75, «mma; ( 
ofien ſtene 78 


* Where there is no viſion the people periſh ? 1s it not his 3,1, 4.0% | 
own complaint, > My people are deſtroyed for lack of know- Princes Ba. \" | 


Prieftthey were without the irne Godallo. For, there ts _— 

no coming at the true God, in the ordinary way, but by a and preach i, | 
Goſpel to all ,, + 

men , thax i \ 


cher? And */tpleaſeth God by the fooliſhneſſe of preaching Embaſſages af 
r 


| . X Princes 0 
Wherefore I dare pronounce, that while ſo many notes 


edit, 162 


70 ſave them that beleeve : and*® faith comes by hearing, \ - andafjanes 1 
5 


Oo 94 Thefirſt Sermon, atthe late Faſt 
e443 make a Covenantwith him; unlefſe you, the Repreſen- 
4, tative Body thereof, take more care thanever yet hath 
.*> been takenin this behaltfe. 

I know the many plea's of many idle droanes and 
mercilefle men to excuſe and defend anuopreaching, - 
or ſeldome-preaching Miniftry , but all their fig-leaves 
are too ſhort to cover their own ſhame, and the naked- 
nefle of thoſe poore periſhing people whom ſuch men 
make naked, to their own deftruQiou allo. 

Totellus, that preaching indeed is neceflary for the 

lanting of a Church, but not ſo afterwards: is nothing 
tto bewray their owne ſottifh ignorance. Is not the 

' 2, word preached, the »i{k and food whereby menare,and 
muſt be continually nouriſhed: :# grow up in the body of 

* Chrift, aswell asthe Seed whereof they are firſt begot- 
" tenunto Chrift > Andcan menthatare born, and living, 
live ſafely, oratall, without continuall ſupply of food 
convenient for them ? 

. What fearefull trifling is this in a buſineſle of ſuch 
high Concerament 1 Iehoſhaphat , when his heart 
 m4s Once [iff up in the wayes of the Lord , tooke other or- 
der: for , he ſent not only ſome of the prime Levites 
and Prieſts , who. taught in1ludeh and had the Book of the 
Law of the Lord with them , and went about throuzh all the 
Cities of Indah and taught the people, 2 Chron. 17.8,9. but 

- with them, he ſent divers of his' Princes aud chiefe Of fi- 
Cers, Benhail, Obadiah , and ſundry others, to ſee that 
+ this work ſhould be effeQually done, verſ7 7. yea (a5 
ourlateTranflation hath it } he ſet ro them to reachin the 
Cities of Tudah : that is, that they ſhould take as much 
care of the bufinefle, by putting on the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, asif they themſclves in perſon were bound to do 
all the worke. Aud hence it was, that God gave this 

N60 EE Le =, 
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tetimony of Tehoſhaphat, that he walked inthe firſt a ps 
of his father David, verl. 3. that he had riches and ha OR | 
inabundante , verl, 5. and that the fearc of the Lord fell $5on, 
upon all the K ingdomes of the Land round about Indah , ſo M 3 


i 
(3 


that they made no warre againſt Iehiſhaphat , verſ. 10. So 


. that, beſide the ſpirituall benefic, a Preaching Miniftry 


isone of the beſt advantages toſecure a State; it is(you 
ſee) not only an hedge, but wales and Bulwarksunto any 
Kingdome. 


And yet, as many of our blind guides and Idol Shep- 


heards care not to erect Preaching where there is none, 
ſodoe they all they can to cheat and detraud thoſe of it 
who doe or would enjoy it , ſometimes by pulling it 
downe where it is ſet up, and( tofill up the meaſure 

their oa an” glorying in it, when they havedone; 
ſometimes by ftriking ont the teeth of it, that if men 
will needes preach, yet it ſhall be to little purpoſe ; one- 
ly afrigid , toothleſſe, fapleſſe diſcourſe, never pier- 
cing deeper than the eare. Ifrhe Preacher come home 
to convince the Conſcience of particulars that need re- 
formation, (which yet was the old courſe, and ſhould be 
ſo till ) the Preacher is cither deridedas worthy of no- 
thing but contempt, or elſe cenſured as indiſcreet, raſh, 


_ faQtious, and feditious. 


Andleaft men ſhould ſurfeit of preaching , how be all 
Sermons, in the afternoones of the Lord's dayes, _ 
downe, as the markes of Iudaizing Puritaniſme , and as 
a burden intolerable tothe people ! 

Indeed, it istrue, that when Authority firft command- 
edthe afternoones Sermontobe converted into Care- 
chifing, there was not onely no hurt done , but a wiſe 
and necdfull courſe preſcribed for the belt edifying of 
popular Auditories, But as ſome have handled rhe mat- 
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xhorta- 
| rall headsof Catechiſme, confirmethem by Scripture, 
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Fe. - ter, it is now becomea _ hindrance to edification. 
e 


Ifa Miniſter would carefully and ſolidly open the ſeye. 


. and bring them home by ſome ſhort and familiar app li- 


cation moſt ſutable to vulgar eares and Capicities , I 


hold it ſimply the moſt profitable exerciſe { at leaſt for 


one part of the day ) that can be ſet up for the increaſe 
of ſound knowledge and Piety : and pity it is thar this is 
ſo much negle&ed. But :h#, lay our new Maſters, is worſe 
than preaching. Therefore they enjoyneallto keep one- 
ly to'the bare Queſtions and Anſwers of the Child's 
Catechiſme, And ifany preſume to adde any expoſition 
orinftruction, he is by ſome hurried from poſt to. pillar, 
ard cenſured asa pernitious Malefactor, 

-  Andas they have thus thruſt allpreaching ( beit but 
Catecherical) out ofthe Churchin the afternoones of 


' the Lordsday, ſo have they ſhut divers able, godly, diſ- 


creet Paſtors. out of their owne Pulpits on the weeke 


dayes, even in Populous Townes, where the Minifters 


were willing to beſtow theirpaines, ( and ſo for many 
yeares with great fruit and comfort to the whole Coun. 
try had done ) grats, forthe refreſhing of many hungry 
Soules who bal no preaching at home in their owne Pa. 
riſhes, and dare not ftirre thence on the Lords day to 
ſecke itabroad. 

Nay, ſome of your Cathedrall Men are cometo that 


+ paſſe, that whenany Sermon ſuchas it is ) is preached 


in the Cathedrall or Collegiate Church, no Sermon 
muſt then be preached in the Pariſh Churchor Church. 
es adjoyning, meerely touphold the pompe and State 


of the Greater Church , and for feare of leſſening the 
- Anditory, or diminiſhing the honour of the Preacher, 
- {who manyrimes deſerves little enough) whereas not 
a | 7 a 
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;fourth part ofthe Congregation ( by this meanes de- 


- Of the Commons Houſe of Parliamem, 35, | 


frauded ofPreachingin the Pariſh Church ) canpoſlibly keral F) 


come within hearing, or ken of the Cathedrall Pulpit: ;iop. 


thepeoplefortheir ſalvation, todiſplay God. in all bis. 

orious Attributes and PerfeQtions, and to bring them 
within view ofthe beauties aud Excellencies of God in 
his Covenant: and Communion with his people, ſoas 
to draw them-to-a;Covenant ! Nay hence , hence 
itcomes to peſlc tliat God is (extremely diſhonoured , 
his Name blaſphemed, his day abominably prophaned, 
and his people run headlong ( like beafts to the Sham- 
bles) by droves, to: Popery, Anabaptiſme, Familiſine, 
Atheiſme, and-whazs not, that may caft, and lock them 
underthe hatches of everlaſting damnation, 
Dus talia fanas, 

.. Temperet' 4 dachrymis 2 — _:. 
-*,.I know: that, ſome. of thoſe Step-fathers and hard- 
hearted Wretches,. who. be indeed.the chiefe (if not 
the onely ) cauſe of all this, bluſh not to attribute the 
daily falling off of multitudes from our Church, to o- 
ver-much Preaching : but this is ag rationall, as was his 
mad opinion touching Saint Pal,tbat much learning had 
made him mad.: Theſeare crying Abomivations, that, 
willcry as loudagainfſt you, as now.they doe; againſt the 
Authors ofthemy, if you retorme them not. 


- : Wondernotat my fength, and -beatejn thispoint. It 


is awiatter of greateſt Conſequence, and of all other 
moſt proper fora Preacher tobe zealous in, And give 
me leaveto tell you, that this muſt beputin the head of 
the Catalogne of yur weightieſt Conſultations at this 
time,if you defire ever to draw the people.of this & the 

y | adjacent Do- 
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. Oh Belovedtare theſe, wayes to-ſet forth Chriſt to; OS 
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\ - minigns into any'Covetimtand Communion with God 
+ orto ſetle any thing for the good of your ſelyes and 
- cotntryes. Bos | RE 
King lames indeed took commiſeration of the groſle 
ignorance of multitudes in the! North purts of this 
Kin gdome, and ſent ſome Preachers at his ewne charge 
among them. A Pious and a Noble worke  Bnt what 
through the unſetled wandrings, idleneſſe, the ſuper- 
ficiall and unprofitable performances of ſoine of theſe 
Preachers;, and what through the ſipine negligence of 
ſome in Authoritie whoſhould have looked better to 
thoſe itinerary Miniſters, moſt of that labourand charge 
was little better than loft. For, ſome of you know, that 
m no parts of the Kingdome hath there been ſuch an 
increaſe of Papifts, as in thoſe very Corners, where that 
ſleight meanes was uſed to reduce men from Popery. 

I beſeech you therefore by all the mrcies of God, by 
all the Bowels of Chriſt in ſhedding of his deereft bloud 


for thoſe precious Soules, who now, even by thouſands 


and millions miſerably periſhin their ignorance and fins, 
that you would caretally reforme, or caft out all idle, 
unſound, unprofitable , and ſcandalous Minifters, and 
p_ aſound, godly, profitable and ſetled year pos. 
iniftry in every Congregation through the Land an 
the annexed Dominions ; and , totake no leſle care for 
theirdiligent and conftant performance of their dutie 
both in We and Deqtrine, as alſo for their liberall main- 
tenance, (that may beftill capable of improvement, as 
the times grow harder, and commodities deerer ) that 
both themſelves who preach the Goſpel , andall theirs 
alſo, ma cheerefully and comfortably live of the 
Goſpel. And let us once ſee Zjon built ap, by your in- 


d » in pes & beantie, | 
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Of the Commaius Houſe of Parliament. 59 
Laſtly, When you ſet upon this great bufineſſe of a 
Covenant, ſee that you do it out of love toGod, and with 


all your heart : elſe, it will come to nothing. If you top. 


would to Zion, your faces rauſt be ſer, and ſetled rhither- 
ard, If you would makea Covenart, you muſt not be 


unwilling, afraid,' Ahamed to be accounted fuch Cove hen a Co. 


venant is to © 


nanters, bur doit witha teddy, open, undaunted coun- 
tenance and reſolution. You muſt lowe the name of your 
God to be his ſervants, 1ſay 56.6. You have ſeen how Aſa 
and all his Kingdome did it; they bothentred into Co- 


yenant, and they ſwore it , with all their heart, and ſought "a: y | 
him with their whole deſire , and he was found of them, and : Chre.1g.15.\ 


gave them reſt round about. 

Thus if you do, Godſhaft be\ſerpp, Religion advan- 
ced, your grievances removed, you ſhall heare no more 
fuch complainings in our-ftreets. All bleflings-ſhall 
follow, not your ſelves alone, but the whole Kingdome, 
in our King and his Government , in your Conſultati. 
ons and proceedings, jnthe p—_ ſetled, and glori- 
ous Peace, and proſperitie of both Church and State. 
Thebleflings of the Earth, in the Citie, the field, your 
bodies, licis , in all your goings out and comings 
in; The bleſſings of heaven inthe —_— = Gy 

innngs-and growth in grace, the hi Gods 
PO which is av. than lite , _ , after all, 
even the fulneſſe of both grace and glory in the full, 
cleare, and eternall fruition of God himſelte in the 
higheſt heavens , ſhall all compafſe , and Crawne you 
or ever. ET 

Provided alwayes, that when once this Covenant is 
made, you take care that it newer be forgotten, bur heeded, 
minded, and performed ; that as you cloſe withGod,lo 
you may alwayes continue with him, Then go" 
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with all the 
heart ; and 
forget 1t not, 
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be made,do it, 
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